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by
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The author

COLONEL JOHN BIDDULPH was born on 25 July 1840,
son of Robert Biddulph, Banker, and Elizabeth his wife of Eaton
Place, London. He was educated at Westminster School from
July 1855 to July 1856 and by a private tutor in Bonn, Germany,
from September 1856 to June 1871.! BIDDULPH joined the 5th
Bengal Cavalry in January 1858, served through the Oudh Cam-
paign of 1858 and received the Mutiny Medal. From 1872 to
1877 he served as Aide-de-Camp to the Viceroy of India, LORD
NORTHBROOK. He was on special duty as Member of the Mis-
sion to Yarkand, the Pamir and Wakhan in 1873—74 and again on
special duty at Gilgit from 1877 to 1881. In 1882 BIDDULPH
was acting Agent to the Governor General and between that
year and 1895, when he retired from the Political Department,
he was Political Agent or Resident in areas including Quetta,
Baroda and Gwaliyar and on deputation in 1885—86 as a Bound-
ary Settlement Officer.? COLONEL JOHN BIDDULPH died at
Grey Court, Ham Common, on the last day of December, 1921,
in his 82nd year.

His extra-mural interests are well described in his obituary
in The Times:3
“COLONEL BIDDULPH travelled much in India and collected
many valuable curios during his long residence in Hindustan. He

possessed a unique collection of Indian coins, having been through-

1 India Office Records: Cadet Papers, L/MIL/9/242 ff. 93743,

2 India Office Records: History of Services, Home, etc., Departments, 1895; India
Office List, 1921.
3 The Times, 4 January 1922,
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out his life a keen numismatist. He took advantage of his special
opportunities for collecting ancient weapons, including remarkable
specimens of the armourer’s art; among them was the prototype
of the repeating rifle, which was made under the shadow of the
Himalayas a century before its modern successor was produced in
the United States.

He was the author of several works which were the result of much
original research, including The Tribes of the Hindoo Koosh, The
Nineteenth and Their Times, an account of the four cavalry
regiments of the British Army that have borne the number 19,
and a monograph on Stringer Lawrence, known as the Father of
the Indian Army.«

I am especially grateful to Mr. S. C. Sutton, the Keeper of
the India Office Records, to Miss J. C. Lancaster, his Deputy, and
to Miss S. R. Johnson of the India Office Records staff for sup-
plying the biographical information.

The Precursors

To an ever increasing extent various scholarly disciplines are
concerned with those areas of Central Asia to the north and south
of the Hindu Kush Range, which were explored for the first time
at the beginning of the 19th Century by British officers and
diplomats.

Although the level of scholarly studies is more rigorous
today than it was a hundred years or more ago, it would be
dangerous to disregard the literature which began with MOUNT-
STUART ELPHINSTONE’s An Account of the Kingdom of
Caubul which appeared in 1815. Even today, ELPHINSTONE’s
work is regarded as one of the highest authority. Institutions and
customs are described for the first time accurately enough to be
utilized by ethnologists. In a revised edition printed in 1839,
ELPHINSTONE included some footnotes concerning the work of
SIR ALEXANDER BURNES, which had been published in the
meantine,

BURNES, who was also a military officer, contributed much
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to the knowledge of Central Asia. In 1831 he was sent as a political
envoy up the Indus on a mission to MAHARAJA RANJIT SINGH
OF LAHORE. Some years later he became India’s regular political
agent in Kabul. During an uprising of the Afghans in 1841, the
British residents BURNES and SIR WILLIAM MACNAGHTEN
were assassinated.

In that same year, LIEUTENANT JOHN WOOD of the
Indian Navy published his Personal Narrative of a Journey to the
Source of the River Oxus, 1836—1838, which may be regarded as
a sequel to BURNES’ work. WOOD’s contemporary critics wrote
enthusiastic reviews, for example, the London Athenaeum of the
year 1841: “We have no hesitation in pronouncing his volume one
of the most agreeable and instructive of its class”.

BIDDULPH held in the highest esteem two explorers, who
had traveled widely in Central Asia: the geologist FREDERICK
DREW and the British Commissioner in Ladakh, ROBERT SHAW.
DREW spent ten years in the northern parts of India and was in
the service of the MAHARAJA OF KASHMIR. He had been
employed by the Maharaja to survey and report on the geological
resources of the country. After his first publication was censured
for containing too little about the inhabitants and too much about
the rocks, he wrote a second version in 1877 with the title A Pop-
ular Account of the Jummoo and Kashmir Territories. This led
the Saturday Review of the same year to publish a generous re-
view: ‘“Contains nearly everything likely to interest the general
reader who wants to know something of Kashmir and its depend-
encies*. Although the work of SHAW Visits to High Tartary,
Yarkand and Kashgar cannot be regarded very highly from a
literary point of view, it is, nevertheless, valuable for its collected
geographical and anthropological material.

Notwithstanding, these early British travelers and explorers
in Central Asia — although they were not trained scholars in the
modern sense — contributed very much to the knowledge of that
era, and it must not be forgotten that they were the first Euro-
peans setting foot in these remote and not easily accessible valleys
who wrote down as well the interesting facts they had observed.
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Tribes of the Hindoo Koosh

JOHN BIDDULPH visited many of the main valleys in the
so-called Eastern or High Hinda Kush. This eastern massif separa-
tes the provinces of Badakhshan and Wakhan in the north from
Niristin (formerly called Kafiristan), Hunza and Citral in the
south. The origin of the name Hindu Kush is discussed even in the
present day. According to popular etymology, it is derived from
the Persian kushtan “to kill”. The great Moslem traveler and geog-
rapher IBN BATTUTA attributes its origin to the death of slaves
being transported over the dangerous passes from India to Tur-
kestan. BIDDULPH reached the Wakhan in the year 1874, after
having traveled together the year before in Kashgar with SIR D.
FORSYTH. We cannot but deplore the point of view which
BIDDULPH expresses in the preface: ““I have avoided making
special mention of them (Sirikol and Wakhan), because I can add
little or nothing to what has already been published about them”.
It is a pity that he did not write down for us his observations
while traveling through this region. There are only scant references
in the chapter “Habits and Customs” to the punishment of mur-
derers (p.98) and ceremonies during the sowing of seeds (p.105).
Even today there is a definite lack of geographical and ethnolo-
gical information from this region. This may be explained by the
fact that this part of the country was under dispute for a long
period of time, and not until the Anglo-Russian Pact of 1895
did the Wakhan become a permanent part of Afghanistan, with
the Amu Darya serving as the border with Russia. Even today,
the Afghan Government gives permission only reluctantly for
travel in this part of the country. However, BIDDULPH gives us a
wealth of material about his visits in 1876 to Hunza, Gilgit, and
part of Yasin. Information on Citral and Yasin, which he collected
two years later, is also of the greatest importance.

On April 11, 1881, an account was presented by COLONEL
H. C. TANNER to the Royal Geographical Society in London
with the title: Notes on the Chugdni and Neighbouring Tribes of
Kafiristan. COLONEL TANNER was the first Englishman to visit
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this part of Afghanistan, which lies to the north of Djalalabad.
Both in the introductory remarks by R.N.CUST and in the
discussion which followed, it was apparent that, although there
was interest in the Chugani area, the focus of attention was the
information on the Kafirs.

ELPHINSTONE was the first European to recognize this
tribe, but he never visited the people himself. He sent a native
officer into that region and thus obtained a reliable report. Twen-
ty-five years later, SIR ALEXANDER BURNES presented us with
further material which he had gathered in Kabul from some Kafirs
who had been enslaved by the Mohammedans.

Several other travelers, for example, J.WOOD, H. G. RAVER-
TY, H. W. BELLEW, etc., collected valuable material, but this
was also second hand.

The only European who reached the northern border of
Kafiristan, while on his way from Wakhan to Badakhshan, was
J. WOOD, who discovered the source of the Amii Darya — the
“Oxus” of Greek geographers.

The first person to visit the eastern portion of Kafiristan was
BIDDULPH. During his stay in Citral in 1878, representatives of
the Siyah-push (‘“black-clad”) Kafirs paid him a visit and invited
him to their country. However, BIDDULPH was unable to accept
the invitation.

One vyear later, H. C. TANNER had another chance to enter
the country from the south, when, on the day he left the Chugani
tribe, a deputy arrived to invite him to Kafiristan. But it was not
until SIR. GEORGE SCOTT ROBERTSON’s The Kafirs of the
Hindu Kush was published in 1896 that the first reliable eye-wit-
ness report of Kafiristan appeared.

The Languages of Dardistan

The second half of BIDDULPH’s book is devoted to linguistic
material which he collected during his travels. The region of
Dardistan comprises, in the broadest sense, the Shina-speaking
territories (Gilgit, Astor, Cilas, etc.) which today covers Yaghistan,
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Hunza, Nagar, Citral, Yasin, and parts of Kafiristan. The name
Dardistan for the entire region was given first by G. W. LEITNER
after his visit in 1866. The ten appendices of BIDDULPH’s book
treat numerous words and grammatical syntax of the different
languages. Together with LEITNER, he provided the basis for the
investigation of the Dardic and Kafir languages, which are spoken
in the mountainous northwest corner of the Indo-Aryan linguistic
area. By modern standards, these languages are divided roughly
into two groups: the Kafir group, with, for example, Bashgali or
KatT (BIDDULPH, Appendix I: Bushgali), a language spoken in the
north of Nuristan; and the Dardic group, with, for example,
Khowar (BIDDULPH, Appendix H), a language spoken by the
Khs in the Citral valley. Khowar is the principal language of Citral
and has borrowed several words from Wakhi and some Middle
Iranian languages; Torwali (BIDDULPH, Appendix D: Torwalik),
spoken in the upper Swat Valley; Bashkarik (BIDDULPH, Appen-
dix E: Bushkarik), spoken in the Pandjkora Valley, above Dir and
in some villages of Swat.

The Map

Finally, it should be noted that the value of BIDDULPH’s
work is very much enhanced by the map which is included at the
end of the book. It was compiled by Colonel H. C. TANNER,
mentioned above, but BIDDULPH supplied various details col-
lected by himself or from natives. Nevertheless, this map is far
superior to the Sketch Map of Dardistan and Neighbouring Coun-
tries, compiled by E. G. RAVENSTEIN, F.R.G.S.. RAVEN-
STEINS’s map illustrates G. W. LEITNER’s The Languages and
Races of Dardistan, and was published four years before that of
TANNER. The map of TANNER is not only more distinct, but
is more carefully drawn.
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Summary

JOHN BIDDULPH was one of those British colonial officers
who contributed a great deal to the geographical and anthropolo-
gical knowledge of Dardistan in the last quarter of the 19th Cen-
tury. In addition, the linguistic material, to which the second half
of his book is devoted, may be regarded — together with the
studies of DR. LEITNER — as the beginning of a systematic inves-
tigation into the vocabulary and grammar of the Dardic and Kafir
languages.

BIDDULPH had an opportunity to acquire a special reputa-
tion among the travelers of his time in Central Asia when the
Kafirs invited him to visit their country — but he passed up the
chance! This loss was especially significant since Kafiristan was,
at that time, the prime geographical problem of Central Asia still

awaiting solution.
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PREFACE.

DURING the last six years it has been my good fortune to

visit a number of countries on both sides of the eastern
portion of the Hindoo Koosh range of mountains, all of which
are very little known, and some of which have never before
been visited by any European. In 1873 | formed one of
Sir D. Forsyth’s mission to Kashghar, and in the spring of
the following year crossed the Pamir and visited Sirikol and
Wakhan. In 1876 I visited Gilgit, Hunza, and part of Yassin,
and in 1877 was appointed by the Indian Government to
reside at Gilgit in a political capacity. In 1878 I visited
Yassin and Chitral, and was only prevented by the outbreak
of hostilities with Cabul from prolonging my journey.

In the following notes I have endeavoured, to the best of
my ability, to record all that I have deemed worthy of general
interest regarding the countries and their inhabitants, without
going over ground already trodden by more competent ob-
servers. In some places I have found it necessary for the
preservation of the unity of the subject to repeat what has
already been written by Mr. Shaw, Mr. Drew, Dr. Leitner,
and others; but where possible, I have purposely avoided
doing so. The sketches given of countries I have not person-
ally visited, as in the case of the countries described in the
first chapter, are compiled from the accounts of natives of the
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countries in question, or, as in the account of the Siah Posh
tribes, from the accounts of persons who have visited their
country ; the last two years having brought me in contact
with great numbers of both classes. But I should explain that
what I have written regarding caste observances, habits, cus-
toms, and religious ceremonies, should, as a rule,—except, of
course, where I make special reference to particular places,—
be understood to be chiefly the habits and observances of
Gilgit and its immediate neighbourhood, as this is naturally
the part of the country with which I am best acquainted.

On the other hand, though I have visited Sirikol and
Wakhan, whose peoples would properly come within the scope
of a treatise on the Tribes of the Hindoo Koosh, I have avoided
making special mention of them, because I can add little or
nothing to what has already been published about them.

Apart from political considerations, the countries about
which I write, possess much of great ethnological interest,
and recent events make it probable that opportunities for
further and better organised enquiry will soon be afforded.
I shall therefore be satisfied if the information I have gathered
is found, by persons more competent than myself to make

scientific use of it, to throw light on what has already been
made public.

I would deprecate the application of a severe scientific
criticism to my endeavours to give an insight into some of
the languages and their grammatical constructions. The
difficulty of attaining to an accurate knowledge of a language,
when one can only learn it from illiterate peasants through
very poorly-educated interpreters, can be easily understood.

The plates have been elaborated by my friend Captain
H. H. Cole, R.E., from rough sketches of my own.

The spelling of some of the names in the text will be
found to differ from that used in the survey map.
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CHAPTER L
THE INDUS VALLEY, FROM BRITISH TERRITORY TO BOONJL

\A/ITHIN the last half century, war and private adventure
have contributed so largely to making known the least
accessible regions of the continent of Asia, that few parts
remain of which a fair general knowledge does not exist.
Certain localities are, however, still sealed to European travel-
lers, and chief among them is the country lying between the
35th and 38th parallels of latitude, and the 7oth and 76th
degrees of longitude. Though situated within easy reach of
the Punjab, and containing a population fairly numerous for
its capabilities—one indeed far denser than that of the
better-known province of Ladakh,—it has hitherto attracted
little attention.
~ The apparent neglect has been caused by the almost
inaccessible nature of the country. In no other part of the
world, probably, is there to be found such a large number of
lofty mountains within so confined a space. This immense
mass of mountain is intersected by numerous deep valleys,
and these, owing to some peculiar geological formation which
I have not remarked in other parts of the Himalayas, are
generally narrower at their mouths than higher up. It is not
unusual to see among them valleys of from 10 to 30 miles in
length, supporting a population varying from 500 to 5,000
souls, with an embouchure so narrow that it is difficult to find
a pathway beside the torrent which issues between overhanging
rocks. Inaddition to this, the enormous rush of water during
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the’ summer months from numerous and extensive glaciers
and snow-fields impedes communication.

Thus aided by nature in preserving their independence, and
partially isolated from one another, the people of the country
have formed themselves into a number of separate commu-
nities which have existed for generations within the same
narrow limits. Living the same life, and following the same
customs as their forefathers did hundreds of years ago, they
have remained unaffected by the changes that have taken
place around them, and but slightly moved even by their own
internal wars. Several valleys exist, into and out of which
cattle and horses can only pass during two months of the
year, and in which the continual falling of huge masses of
rock from the steep mountain sides under the action of frost,
snow, and sun, frequently sweeps away the narrow and frail
pathways.

The roads are of the rudest kind, and necessity has made
the inhabitants intrepid cragsmen; they pass with ease over
places so dangerous that even experlenced mountaineers would
frequently hesitate to follow them.

ommunication is maintained over the rivers at certain
points by hanging bridges of plaited birch twigs—a means of
crossing which tries the steadiest nerves.

The bridge is formed of nine plaitsof twigs, suspended across
the river at a suitable place where the stream flows between
precipitous rocks. The plaits are bound together at intervals
by threes. One triple plait forms the foothold about 5 inches
wide ; the others form a hand-rail on either side about 2 feet
above the middle plait, and held apart at intervals by forked
sticks which have to be straddled over in crossing. There
is not a nail or piece of rope in the whole structure; the ends
are secured round logs of wood held in their places by heaped-
up rocks. The whole bridge sways about with every gust,
making it very unpleasant to cross in a high wind; and when
the river, as often happens, requires a span of over 3oo feet,
the steadiest nerves feel the trial. As no great strain can be
put on the twig plaits, there is always a dip in the middle;
and when, as not unfrequently happens, one bank is consider-
ably higher than the other, the difhculty of crossing is greatly
enhanced by the steep incline. Where there is much traffic,
these bridges are renewed yearly; but where little used, they
are left for two or three years without repair, and become very
dangerous. Notwithstanding their fragile appearance, they
are safe enough when renewed yearly, and accidents are few.
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A good twig bridge will bear ten or twelve persons at once
with ease. Men accustomed to them carry large and cum-
brous loads across, and pass and repass each other on them
without fear ; and accidents by falling from them are unknown.
I have even known cases of men being carried across a twig
bridge on the backs of others. Sheep and calves are also
carried across on men’s shoulders.

The danger of the bridges is nothing compared to that of
some of the hill paths, where precipitous rocks overhang the
boiling torrent, and the sole means of progression is by a
rough log thrown across a chasm, or a rude ladder placed
against the face of the rock, where a false step or slip entails
fatal consequences. Over such places, which many a good
mountaineer would turn from with a shudder, the inhabitants
pass with a sangfroid only equalled by the wild goats of their
own craggy mountains. The old Chinese travellers seem to
have been much impressed by the rugged character of the
country. Fah Hian relates: “ Steep crags and precipices
constantly intercept the way. These mountains are like walls
of rock, standing up 10,000 feet in height. On looking over
the edge, the sight becomes confused, and then on advancing,
the foot loses its hold, and you are lost.” Sung Yun writes :
“For a thousand li there are overhanging crags, 10,000
fathoms high, towering up to the very heavens. Compared
with this road, the ruggedness of the great pass known as
the Mang Mun is as nothing, and the eminences of the cele-
brated Hian mountains (in Honan) are like level country.”

Besides these difficulties in internal communication, the
only roads which link the country to the outer world can be
traversed freely for little more than half the year.

The River Indus, which would seem to offer an easy
channel of communication, is in the upper part of its course
subject to the same conditions as the smaller streams, and
in the lower its banks are inhabited by fanatical and warlike
tribes, whose lawlessness and feuds effectually bar the way to
traders and travellers.

The division of the country into a number of small iso-
lated communities has placed great restrictions on free inter-
marriage, which have, in some places, been further increased
by caste observances. Continued intermarriage for many
generations within a circumscribed area has had a most per-
nicious and deteriorative effect on the population.

Eight or nine miles above Derbund, where the River Indus
enters the Punjab, the traveller leaves British protection and
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enters the independent territory of Yaghestan—literally, the
rebellious country—a name given to all republican commu-
nities.! No natural feature marks the boundary, but the
difference in the appearance of the country is at once evi-
dent,—fewer villages, less cultivation, more cultivable ground
lying idle. The road, though still allowing the passage of
horses, grows worse as it proceeds; and the people, though
retammg the Afghan speech, differ both in appearance and
clothing from those in British territory. The difference in
feature, though not very striking at first, becomes more and
more apparent at each stage, till the Afghan language and
features imperceptibly disappear and are replaced by a differ-
ent type. From Derbund to within a few miles of Boonji
the course of the river, for about 150 miles, lies between two
continuous and lofty mountain ranges, —the breadth of the
tract, from watershed to watershed, averaging about 50
miles throughout its length. Though the general character
of this tract i1s rocky and barren, it is intersected by deep
valleys of great fertility. In spite of the rocky nature of the
soil, water seems the only thing required to produce crops of
great richness. Mulberries, peaches, apricots, apples, figs,
melons, and grapes grow in the most wonderful profusion;

while the ground yields year after year without exhaustion
two crops, one of which 1s invariably wheat or barley, the
alternate one being rice, cotton, or millet. This undiminished
fertility is probably due to the large amount of alluvial depo-
sit brought down from the mountains with the melting snows,
and spread over the land by irrigation. The climate is dry
and wholesome, though the heat in summer, owing to the radia-
tion from the enormous expanse of bare rock 1s oppressive ;

but the nights are cool and fresh, and above 3,000 feet there is
a short but sharp season of dry cold, increasing in length and
intensity with the elevation. ‘There is no rainfall to speak of,
it being almost entirely intercepted by the neighbouring lofty
mountains. These characteristics extend beyond Boonji up
the Indus Valley to beyond Iskardo, and up the lateral
valleys to nearly the same altitude. At 5,000 feet the season
of intense cold lasts for more than a month, during the whole
of which time the thermometer remains below freezing
point; it then gradually breaks, and the spring which follows
1s exceedingly brief. Hardly have the first cornshoots
shown themselves well above ground when summer makes itself
unmistakeably felt. Ear is added to stalk, and fruit succeeds

! The name is sometimes erroneously applied to the small neighbouring Meerships.
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blossom, with marvellous rapidity, and by the beginning of
June harvest has commenced. At this elevation, at the end
of March the spring crops are not more advanced than they
are in the south of England at the same season ; by the middle
of June harvest is over, and the ground 1s immediately
planted with rice. The production of two such crops yearly,
without intermission, from the same ground, testifies to the
favourable qualities of both soil and climate.

In the lateral valleys, however, above 6,500 feet the year
yields only one harvest, as the second crop cannot be sown in
time to ripen before the winter frosts set in.

In the Indus Valley, owing to the great heat generated by
the large expanse of bare rock, a double crop 1s grown up to
7,500 feet, if the first be barley. Wheat, which takes longer
to ripen, will not admit of a second crop being sown on the
same ground.

Soon after leaving British territory the mouth of the well-
known valley of Boneyr is passed, and a few miles beyond 1t
the Wahabi colony of Palosa is reached, on the right bank.
Here is the refuge of Hindustani Mussulman irreconcilables,
whose avowed object is unceasing war against the Christian
power of the British Empire. They are regarded with suspi-
cion and dislike by all their neighbours.

In preference to the native name of Palosa, they call their
place Kila Mujahideen, ““the fort of warriors of the faith.”
They number about 500 men, of whom only eight or ten are
married. Their whole time is employed in drill, of which the
words of command are given in Arabic. Their two forts of
Garai and Nawa Kali are armed with cannon made of leather,
which become useless after a few discharges. They subsist
entirely on contributions from their sympathisers in Hindus-
tan, and make no attempt to cultivate the soil. Their neigh-
bours credit them with the possession of great treasure. They
yield obedience in all things to a Moulvie from Swat.

Continuing up the right bank of the river, the village and
fort of Kamach, with 120 houses, is passed, and 8 miles
further up the large village and fort of Kabalgram, with 500
houses. ~ Above Kabalgram a considerable stream, whose
banks are cultivated by the Chagherzai, Ferozai, Mokhozai,
and Balole Khel, joins the Indus. The upper portion of the
valley of this stream is called Poorun. The principal forts
are Titiwalan, 5oo houses, in the Chagherzai country; and
Chogah, 1,000 houses, in that of the Mokhozai. The smaller
villages of Senelah, Sumdooi, Bingalai, and Alooch in Poorun,
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and Topai and Baikhaneh in the Ferozai country, are fortified.
It is said that the entire valley can furnish over 20,000
fighting men; but the number is probably much exaggerated.

Seven miles above Kabalgram on the same side, the
Chakesar stream joins the Indus, and 4 miles from its mouth
are the fort and group of villages of Chakesar, numbering
about 400 houses. Two miles further up the Indus, on the
left bank, are the fort and village of Daur, about 100 houses,
above which the valley makes a bend at rnight angles to its
general course, the river flowing from east to west for more
than 5 miles, instead of from north to south. In the bend
several small villages are situated.

At Sarkul the course of the valley is again nearly north
and south for more than 10 miles, in which space two streams,
from the extensive valleys of Nundiar and Alai, join the Indus
on the left bank. These two fertile valleys, which stretch east-
ward for many miles, support a dense and flourishing population.
Nundiar can furnish about 8,000 fighting men. Their recog-
nised leaders are Gufar Khan of Trand and Zuffer Khan of
Batgram. The principal villages are Takot (fort), 400 houses;
Batgram (fort), 0o houses; Batkool (fort), 400 houses;
Giborai, 400 houses; Shmgola1 400 houses; Hilleh (fort),
220 houses Piriarai (fort), 200 houses. Besides these, the
smaller villages Karg, Kotkala, Nilishang, Banda, Gania, and
Lergram are also fortified.

The Alai Valley can furnish about 7,000 fighting men, who
acknowledge Bahadoor Khan of Sakergah and Ursulla Khan
of Pookal as their chiefs. The principal villages are Sach-
behar, 300 houses; Karg, 8oo houses; Banna (fort), 400
houses; Bateleh, 3oo houses; Pashtai (fort), 300 houses;
Nogram 300 houses Beorai, 400 houses; and Rashung, 300
houses. The smaller v1llages of Roopganai, Sakergah, Tan-
dawal, Robat, Bandai, Pookal, and Kanteyr are also protected
by forts. One branch of the Alai Valley stretches up towards
the head of the Palus Valley, from which it is separated by a
low pass. Increase of population and the scarcity of land
cause the men of Alai to cast longing eyes on the Palus land,
and disputes are already beginning to arise concerning settlers
from Alai, who have found their way across the pass. The
tract on the right bank of the Indus opposite the mouths of
the Nundiar and Alai valleys is called Sandakai, and contains
several small villages, of which Daood and Jaba are fortified.

A few miles above the fort of Shung, where the river makes
a sudden bend, a large stream, which forks about 6 miles



The Indus Valley. 7

from the main valley, enters the Indus. At the bifurcation
is the village of Karorah, which marks the junction of the two
important valleys of Kanra and Ghorbund. Both vallys are
extremely fertile and productive, and sustain a large popu-
lation. The northernmost valley, Kanra, is divided into two
districts. Pirkhana, the upper part of the valley, is inhabited
entirely by Syuds. Their peaceful habits and the reverence
due to their descent secure them from attack, and 'there
is not a single fort in the district. The principal village
is Bilkanai, 400 houses. In the lower part of the valley, or
Kanra proper, the chief villages are Damorai, 400 houses;
Bar-Kanra, 300 houses ; Dalai, 500 houses ; and Kooz-Kanra,
400 houses; all of which have forts. No road leads out of
the head of the Kanra Valley. In the Ghorbund Valley the
chief villages are Kotgai, 300 houses; Kotgai Bazargai, 8oo
houses; Aughan, 250 houses ; Derai, 300 houses; Shahtool, 200
houses; and Ranihal, 200 houses; all fortified. Between the
junction of the two valleys and the Indus i1s Kormung, 320
houses. The two valleys of Ghorbund and Kanra can to-
gether furnish between 6,000 and 7,000 fighting men under
their chief, Fuzl Ahmed Khan of Dalai, his partner in au-
thority and frequent rival being Lallookeh of Kotgai.

A good road, much frequented by traders, leads from
Ghorbund into the Swat Valley, by which Sedoo is reached in
four days from the Indus. The Gandao Pass has snow on it
in winter, but never sufficient to close the road.

The whole of the people on both banks of the Indus, so far,
with the exception of the fanatics of Palosa, call themselves
Pathans, and claim to belong originally to Swat ; but there is a
considerable difference between them. Those on the right bank
and in the lateral valleys to the westward are pure Pathans, who
still maintain close connection with Swat. Those on the left
bank and in the lateral valleys to the eastward, including the
people of the Pukli and Agror Valleys in British territory,
though speaking Pushtoo, are styled Neemchas, or half-breeds,
by the pure-blooded Afghans of Yusufzai, who refuse either to
intermarry or make common cause with them in their local quar-
rels. They are apparently descended from mixed marriages
between Afghan settlers from Swat and the original inhabitants,
whose race individuality has here become merged in the more
vigorous Afghan type, but is still found untouched a little
further north. The Neemchas refuse, on their part, to associate
with the tribes to the northward, and are said to be easily
distinguishable from pure Afghans by their accent.
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Above the junction of the Kanra-Ghorbund Valley with the
Indus, the traveller enters the Kohistan, a name also used
by the Afghans in the valleys to the westward as far as
Cabul, to denote the districts inhabited by an older race
whom they have displaced.

The Kohistan of the Indus Valley, which is also called
Shinkari, ‘“the country of the Shins,” by the people themselves,
is inhabited by what are apparently the remains of a number
of tribes of cognate race, whose progenitors once inhabited the
valleys skirting the Punjab, and possibly extended into the
plain country below. They and the tribes to the north and
north-west have been hitherto confounded under the name of
Dards—a name which, practically, has no real signification.

Notice was first drawn to the Dards in modern times by
Moorcroft. Later, Vigne, who travelled through Cashmere
and Baltistan in 1835, made an attempt to reach Gilgit, which
unfortunately was unsuccessful. Itis muchto beregretted that
so observant a traveller did not succeed in entering this
country while a phase of native rule was existing which has
since passed away. Following in his footsteps, Cunningham
contributed further to our knowledge of these races from
information gathered in Baltistan in 1846. The part of the
Indus Valley between Torbela and Boonji still remains
a sealed book to European travellers. The first to cross
the Indus at Boonji and penetrate to beyond Gilgit were
Young and Vans Agnew, two officers of the Bengal Army
who were employed by Government in 1847 to report on the
north-western frontier of Cashmere territory. Their report,
unfortunately, was never made public.! Nearly twenty years
later Dr. Leitner reached Gilgit under circumstances of con-
siderable difficulty, and, after a brief stay of a few days only,
brought back a mass of interesting information, which has
been supplemented by Mr. Drew in his valuable work on
Cashmere. Dr. Leitner was the first to bring into promi-
nent notice the existence of an Aryan race of great ethnolo-
gical interest in these remote valleys. His scanty opportu-
nities, however, have caused him to fall into the error of
believing that the tribes which he has classed under the name
of Dard are all of the same race, and he has applied the
term of Dardistan, a name founded on a misconception, to
a tract of country inhabited by several races, speaking distinct

Ut is doubtful whether this report was ever presented to Government, and it is be-

lieved tn have been lost at Mooltan when Vans Agnew was murdered, directly after
his return.
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languages, who differ considerably amongst themselves. As,
however, there is no one name which will properly apply to
the peoples and countries in question, it will be perhaps conve-
nient to retain the names of Dard and Dardistan when speak-
ing collectively of the tribes in question and the countries they
inhabat.

The first 5o miles of the Kohistan of the Indus Valley
is inhabited by tribes of cognate race, who still speak a variety
of dialects and languages. Their distribution seems to show
that they represent tribes who formerly lived apart, but have
been forced by circumstances into contiguity. In addition
to their own languages, Pushtoo is universally spoken, and
they present the appearance of a decadent race in process of
absorption by one of greater vigour. The country is somewhat
poorer and less fertile than that already described. Long in-
tervals of barren sand intervene between the patches of culti-
vation, the villages are smaller, much cultivable land lies idle,
and all agriculture is of a slovenly description. The men are
small and clean-limbed, with dark complexions, quick eyes, and
sharp features. Women are not secluded from the public
gaze. Men shave their heads in a manner more suggestive of
Hindoos, and many strange customs still linger amhongst them,
showing that Mahommedan fanaticism is not incompatible
with ignorance of the Koran. In some of the more inacces-
sible villages idolatry can hardly yet be said to be extinct.
Instead of the loose ample garments of the Pathan, the
men wear tight-fitting clothes, like the natives of Hindustan.

Some 15 miles above the mouth of the Kanra-Ghorbund
Valley, on the right bank of the Indus, is the extensive but
thinly-populated valley of Doobeyr, which extends nearly due
north for a distance of about 40 miles. Five miles from the
Indus the village of Ranooliyah, 200 houses, is reached;
above this the habitations are scattered broadcast over the
whole valley, instead of being collected into villages. The
only village of any size is Jarg, 100 houses, 6 miles above
Ranooliyah. From the head of the valley a road leads into
the Swat Valley near Payeteh, and another into Kandia.
The valley can furnish about 1,500 fighting men, and the
ground, where cultivable, is said to yield excellent crops.

On the opposite bank of the Indus and above the mouth
of the Doobeyr Valley are the neighbouring and rival com-
munities of Koli and Palus, which are often spoken of as
forming a single tribe. They were formerly close allies, but
a feud, arising out of a dispute concerning some land to which
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both lay claim, has existed between them for several years
past. Itis seldom that two or three months pass without a
raid from one side or the other.

Koli proper consists of three villages—Honinkot or Barkali,
400 houses, Batangai, 200 houses, and Kirkot or Koozkali,
100 houses.! In local feuds the inhabitants of the Kohistan
villages on the left bank of the Indus, below Koli, side with
the people of Koli against Palus. Landis scarce in Koli, and
a considerable number of the people are forced to support
themselves by trade. A large settlement of Koli people exists
in Gilgit, being favoured by certain privileges conferred on
them by the Cashmere Government, in recognition of services
performed in the wars which led to the establishment of the
Dogras in that district. They carry on a large trade as
pedlers between the Punjab and Gilgit, whence they occa-
sionally find their way into Yassin, Chitral, and the Punjkorah
Valley, where the ground is chiefly occupied by Kaka Khel
traders from Peshawur. The Neemchas of the Alai, Nundiar,
Pukli, and Agror Valleys make common cause with the
people of Koli. On occasions of great emergency, Koli can
furnish about 3,000 fighting men.

Within the Koli limits four dialects founded on Sanscrt
are spoken, in addition to Pushtoo. In the small village of
Batera, consisting of 120 houses, a language peculiar to this
village only is spoken.® In Pato, Bhimkot, Mahrin, and
Jamrah, about 300 houses in all, the people speak a dialect
known as Gowro,?® and call themselves Gawaré, or Gabaré:
they are sometimes also called Mabhrons, from their principal
village. According to their traditions, they came originally
from Réashung in Swat.

Scattered through the different villages are about 200
families, who are called Chiliss by their neighbours, but
Galos by themselves. They have a tradition that their
home was originally in Boneyr, whence they emigrated to
Swat to escape being forced to become Mussulmans. Being
further persecuted, they resolved to stake their all on a battle,
after which, if defeated, they would consent to embrace the
religion of Islam. They were defeated, but a certain number
of them, clinging to their old faith, migrated to the Indus
Valley. This did not, however, save them from being forced
later to become Mahommedans, but they no longer form a

1 Many of the villages in this part have a Pushtoo as well as a Dard name.

? This I have not yet succeeded in obtaining.
3 See Appendix F,
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separate community. Like the Gawaré, their language is
founded on Sanscrit.' They are treated with much respect
by their neighbours, and occupy, as a rule, the best land in
the country. A few of them are found also in Jalkot and in
Palus on the same bank of the river. In addition to the
above, a dialect of Shina is spoken by the greater number of
the people of Koli, who belong to the Shin race.

The people of Palus, who are also Shins, inhabit a valley
of considerable extent, stretching in a south-easterly direction,
and having easy communication from its head with the Alai
valley. Land in Palus is plentiful, and much remains unculti-
vated. As has been already observed, this abundance has for
some time caused the envy of the more crowded populations
of Alai and Koli. The population of Palus i1s much scattered,
and embraces the inhabitants of all the valleys on the left
bank of the Indus up to the Shorai nullah, where the bound-
ary is marked by a solitary olive tree, which is the subject of
a local legend. The principal village 1s Jalkot, 400 houses,
which was formerly jointly tributary to Koli and Palus,
and has now become a bone of contention between the two
communities. Palus with its allies can muster about 5,000
fighting men.

Nearly opposite to Palus, on the right bank of the Indus,
is the settlement of Puttun, which, with the group of villages
in adjoining valleys dependent on it, can muster from 4,000
to 5,000 fighting men. Puttun is the largest and most
flourishing place in the Kohistan.  The land is noted for fer-
tility, and the crops raised from it are of great richness.
Here, again, a too redundant population has caused difficulties
about land, and has forced a portion to seek a living by trade.
The valleys of Chilas, Darel, and Tangir are frequented by
pedlers from Puttun, to whom this portion of the local trade
has been abandoned by the Koli people.

A few miles above Puttun, on the right bank, is the little
settlement of Seo. This, with its outlying villages, the prin-
cipal of which is Mandraza, can muster 400 fighting men.

Above Seo, on the same side, is the extensive valley of
Kandia, running due west and then bending suddenly to "the
north. From the upper part of the valley, roads lead into
Doobeyr, Bushkar, and Tangir. The population being widely
scattered, this valley can only furnish some 1,500 fighting men,
and the villages in it are small. The people are extremel
poor, and the valley very inaccessible, the road from the

! See Appendix C.
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Indus being impracticable for horses. There are no forts in
Kandia.

Up to this point in the Kohistan, the people along the
right bank of the river—that is to say, those of Bunker, Doo-
beyr, Puttun, Seo, and Kandia—speak a separate language'
and call themselves Maiyon. The Afghans apply the name
of Mair to them. Very little is known of these people, who
are the poorest of all the Kohistan communities. They com-
bine against all others, and refuse to intermarry with any but
their own people and those of Puttun and Jijdl, who have,
of late years only, begun to intermarry with the inhabitants of
Koli and Palus. They apply the name of Dard to the people
living on the left bank of the river. This 1s the only use of
this term found among all the tribes to which it has been
applied. Above Kandia, on both banks of the river, and in
the lateral valleys up to and beyond Boonji, Shina?is the
only language spoken.

Following up the course of the river, on the left bank, the
small communities of Sazin and Herbund are reached. They
can respectively furnish about 400 and 500 fighting men.
Between the two is the small valley of Shatial, which belongs
to Sazin. The people of Sazin keep themselves apart from
all others and refuse to intermarry. They have the reputa-
tion of being warlike and brave.

Immediately opposite Sazin, on the right bank, is the fer-
tile valley of Tangir. The people, like those of Sazin and
Herbund, are Shins intermixed with Yeshkuns and Krammins.
They are looked upon as the rightful owners of the soil, but
the fertility and abundance of the land has attracted Afghans
from Swat of the Mundi Khel, Akhoond Khel, and Khud-
doo Khel, and Syuds, who have begun to settle in the valley.
Of late years, too, the overflow from the redundant populations
of Koli and Palus has found its way into Tangir, so that now
the immigrants outnumber the rightful owners of the soil.
A bad feeling also exists between Tangir and Sazin on the
same account. The valley can muster about 1,200 fighting
men, of whom only one-third are furnished by the three
villages of Kami, Shekho, and Diemar, the only villages
in which none of the recent immigrants are found. The prin-
cipal village in the valley is Kami (fort), 250 houses; after
this, the fortified villages of Juglot, Loork, and Diemar. From
the head of the valley, which is thickly covered with pine
forest, two roads lead into the Yassin territory, besides the

! This | have not yet succeeded in obtaining. ? See Appendix B.
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road already mentioned leading into Kandia. Another road
leads into the Swat valley and 1s a favourite route for traders.

Tangir and the neighbouring valley, Darel, are celebrated
for the number and fine quality of their flocks and herds. Large
numbers of sheep are here annually reared for sale to the
inhabitants of the neighbouring valleys. Being somewhat
straitened for summer pasture, the people of Tangir have long
been in the habit of driving their flocks across the watershed
to the Yassin country. In return for permission to graze, they
pay to the ruler of Yassin a fixed tribute of salt and tobacco
from each village. Besides this tribute, they give sheep and
goats in varying numbers as a free gift. These payments have
led to the Yassin rulers claiming the nominal allegiance of Tan-
gir;; but they make no attempt to exercise authority in the val-
ley, which is to all intents and purposes a republican community
like others in the Kohistan. Any attempt by the Yassin
rulers to enter Tangir is resisted by force of arms, but the
connection between the two communities has led to Tangir
being regarded as the place of refuge for Yassin princes in
misfortune. The people of Tangir pride themselves on giving
asylum to all such who claim it, and it is seldom that the
valley is long without some exiled member of the Khushwakté
family. On such occasions the inhabitants contribute to his
support as if he were their legitimate ruler, and if any attempt
is made to seize him by force, they take up arms for a sufh-
cient time to secure his safe retreat. Many a deposed ruler
of Yassin has found a welcome in Tangir, where in the days of
his power he would have been opposed by force of arms.
Though Mahommedanism is of comparatively recent intro-
duction, the people of Tangir are more fanatical than any of
their neighbours, except those of Chilas, owing probably to their
more intimate relations with Swat. They say of themselves
that they have been Mussulmans for six generations. The
marry with Yassin women, but refuse to give daughters in
return, on account of the slave-selling practised by Yassin
rulers.

Six miles above the mouth of the Tangir stream, the Darel
Valley joins the Indus. Though small, this valley is extremely
fertile and well populated. From its head, roads lead into
Tangir, Yassin, Ponyal, and Gilgit. The principal villages are
Birokot (fort), 8oo houses; Doodookot (fort) 700 houses,
in the Samangal district ; Manikal (fort), 140 houses; Rashmal
(fort), 120 houses, in the Joomeh district ; and Gaiyal (fort),
500 houses. The whole community, including the dependent
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valleys of Doodooshal and Kandbari, can muster about 3,000
fighting men, but the people are neither fanatical nor turbu-
lent. Since 1860 Darel has paid a yearly tribute to Cashmere
of four tolas of gold dust; but no Cashmere officials ever
enter the country, and the state of the community differs in
no respect from that of other Kohistan republics. In the
autumn of 1866 the Cashmere troops invaded Darel in two
columns, to chastise the people for joining the rulers of
Chitral and Yassin in an attack upon Gilgit. The only
resistance met with was at the foot of one of the passes,
where a breastwork had been erected across the defile.
After a day’s resistance the Darelis fled, fearing probably to
be taken in rear by the flanking column, and in the pursuit
suffered considerably. The whole population fled to the
mountains, and no further resistance was offered. A few of
the Darel leaders were hung, and after a brief stay the troops
returned, not without considerable difficulty owing to an un-
usually early fall of snow, which caused the loss of over a
hundred men. Since then Darel has given no trouble to
Cashmere. The Kandbari Valley is popularly credited with
great mineral wealth, from which probably it derives its
name. No mines, however, are now worked there.

Above Darel is the small community of Hodar, which
has paid a yearly tribute of two tolas of gold-dust to Cash-
mere since 1860. From the head of the Hodar Valley a road
leads into the Gilgit Valley. In Hodar there is a small settle-
ment of Cashmeri refugees, who fled from the severity of the
Pathan rule about a hundred years ago.

Above Hodar are the small valleys of Talpin and Gies,
which support a scanty population. The former is a depend-
ency of Chilas, but Gies1s claimed both by Chilas and Gor,
between which communities disputes have of late become
[requent in consequence. From the heads of both of these,
good roads lead into the Gilgit Valley. Continuing up the
right bank of the Indus, Gor, the last Yaghestan community
on that bank, is reached, standing on a high plateau two
miles from the river. Notwithstanding its exposed position
and its proximity to Chilas, idolatrous customs have lingered
in Gor longer than in any other place in Shinkari, and are
even now scarcely extinct. Gor can furnish 500 fighting
men, and in ancient times was always closely connected with
Gilgit. Since the establishment of the Sikh rule across the
Indus, Gor has paid to Cashmere a yearly tribute of twelve
goats, and is bound to furnish one man from each house for
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military service in time of war. It also gives three hostages
for good conduct, who are changed periodically. The people
of Gor claim to have been Mussulmans for only three genera-
tions, and are all Soonnees.

There are three forts in Gor, named Loosonotkot, Doolot-
kot, and Tunelkot. The people of Gor have always been
friendly with Chilas. At present Gor is noted in the Kohistan
for the good quality of the wool it produces. The tradition
is still preserved of the god Taiban, who was the tutelary deity
of Gor, and whose worship was continued to a very recent
date. A rude sculpture of a horse still exists, which is named
“ Taiban’s horse.” Even now Taiban is invoked occasionally
as a witness of a solemn covenant. Along the river, at inter-
vals the whole way from Gor to Seo, are said to be a number
of ancient rock inscriptions.

A few miles above Gor the small detached village of
Thalich forms the extreme limit of Yaghestan, consisting
only of 11 houses: it forms, as Mr. Drew observes, the
smallest of independent communities. The people of Thalich
make common cause with those of Chilas, of whom they
are an offshoot, and are protected by them against more
powerful enemies.

Above Herbund, on the left bank, is the large community of
Chilas, which embraces six valleys. The principal villages are
Tor, 200 houses; Chilas, 140 houses; Geen, 5houses; Takk,
8o houses; and Booner, 60 houses. Chilas can furnish about
1,500 fighting men, without counting a number of immi-
grants from other communities who have lately settled in the
country. Roadslead from Khaghan in the Hazara country by
the Babusar Pass to the Indus in seven days, and from Shardi
in the Kishengunga Valley by the Shotd Pass in five days.
There 1s also a road from Astor by the Mazenoo Pass, only
practicable at any time for men on foot, and closed in winter,
by which Booner is reached in four days. The road up the
Indus from Chilas is difficult and almost impassable even for
men on foot. This difficulty of access has given the Chilasis
a spirit of independence, and a distinctive character among all
the Kohistan communities. Though but comparatively recent
converts to Islam, they are bigoted and fanatieal beyond all
other Dards, owing, it is said, to Chilas having been at all times
a favourlge resort of Moollahs from Swat. Being Soonnees,
every Shiah who falls into their hands is put to death without
being reserved for the usual alternative of slavery. The whole
community can muster 3,000 men capable of bearing arms,
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and have at all times borne a high reputation for bravery. In
former days, Chilas, with the neighbouring valleys of Darel
and Gor, owed allegiance to Gilgit, but the Chilasis were
notorious for the way in which they tyrannised over the whole
surrounding country, making frequent raids, plundering and
carrying off men, women, and children into slavery. The
Cashmere, K1shengunga Astor and Gilgit Valleys were fre-
quently laid under contr1but10n and they boast of having
once plundered Iskardo. During the Sikh occupation of
Cashmere, an expedition was sent against Chilas, but sus-
tained a disastrous defeat. Permission was granted by the
British Government, in 1851, to the Maharajah Golab Sing
to exact reprisals for a successful raid, and two columns
entered Chilas,—one from Cashmere by the Lolab Valley,
and one from Astor by the Mazenoo Pass. The Chilas
fort was taken, and the Chilasis made submission, agreeing
to pay a yearly tribute of a hundred goats and five tolas
of gold, and engaging that the fort of Chilas should not
be re-built. Takk 1s now the only fortified place in Chilas.
Since then Chilas has given no trouble to the Cashmere
Government. Three hostages reside in Cashmere, and are
changed yearly. Cashmere officials do not, however, visit the
country, and any attempt to exercise authority would pro-
bably be resisted.

The love of music, dancing, and polo, which are so marked
among all the nelghbourmg communities, are unknown in
Chilas ; and ponies, which are common enough elsewhere, are
scarce.

The country is bare and treeless. The village of Chilas is
situated about half a mile from the Indus,on a plain three
miles in length, and from a mile to a mile and a half in breadth,
sloping gently down to the river. Booner, though a dependency
of Chilas, has paid a separate tribute to Cashmere of twelve
goats and three tolas of gold since 1842. The Chilasis relate
that in former times a Hindoo Rajah, named Chachai, ruled in
Chilas over the whole of Shinkari, but that, dying childless,
his country became divided into republican communities, as at
present. In later days a disastrous civil war broke out in the
community between two brothers, B6t and Matchuk, which
ended in the defeat and expulsion of all the partizans of the
latter. The Bote are now the most prosperous family in
Chilas.! Tradition still preserves the name of Naron, a

' This is perhaps the origin of the name ‘“ Bbte,” applied indiscriminately to all
Dards by Cashmere officials,
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tutelary deity of Chilas whose worship was practised in former
times. ‘

The system of government is the same in all these small
republics, and differs somewhat from what obtains among the
Afghans. Eachvillage, according to its size, has a certain num-
ber of Jushteros, or elders, who are appointed according to the
general estimation in which they are held for bravery, liberality,
and eloquence. They receive no benefit from their office, and
are more the servants than the leaders of those they represent.
Each village manages its own affairs irrespective of its neigh-
bours, and it is in the superintendence of these details that the
Jushteros are mostly occupied. All matters affecting the
village are discussed in public. A meeting for this purpose
is called Szgas. At the Sigas all who please join in the dis-
cussion, the Jushteros apparently encouraging individuals to
give their advice, and when the general opinion has thus been
elicited, the Jushteros announce the decision they have formed.
At a Sigas of several villages, a single Jushtero is appointed
by each village at a meeting previously held. At the close
of the general discussion, which is open as before, a loud
whistle 1s given, after which none but the representative
Jushteros are allowed to speak. If war with a neighbouring
valley 1s determined on, the Jushteros settle the way in which
those they represent shall take part in it; but beyond their
personal influence they have little voice in determining the
general policy to be pursued. It is for them to decide who
shall stay at home and who shall take the field, and in the
innumerable disputes about land their decision is respected ;
but should the dispute involve men of another village, they are
expected to do their best for their own townsmen. In more
serious disputes the whole valley makes common cause against
its neighbours ; but this does not prevent all the communities
combining, when threatened by an external foe. Criminal
offences are not dealt with by the Jushteros, but by the
Moollahs, who profess to administer the law according to the
Sharyat ; thlS. is, however, set aside in many instances in
favour of ancient custom, which is very strong in some com-
munities, and the prompt redress of grievances depends greatly
on the personal influence of the aggrieved. Murder is regard-
ed as a personal matter to be avenged by the nearest relative ;
but should the case be of a very wanton nature, and the family
of the murdered individual have sufficient influence with the
community, reparation is enforced by general consent. Blood
feuds are not permitted to last for an indefinite period, as
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amongst the Afghans, and after a time the parties are brought
together and made to swear peace on the Koran. The crime
of murder is rare, and the readiness to spill blood on slight
occasions so noticeable among the Afghans is unknown. No
public measure can be carried out except by general agree-
ment, the details being left for the Jushteros to arrange.

The communities in the lower part of Shinkari, being more
exposed to Afghan influence, and having been longer con-
verted to Mahommedanism, have lost many of their character-
istic customsy but the remoter valleys of Chilas, Gor, Darel,
and in alesser degree Tangir, are probably little changed from
what they were two hundred years ago. A very singular
custom exists in these valleys, by which the sexes are kept
strictly apart during the summer, from May till September.
The custom is apparently very ancient, and any attempt to
evade it 1s punished by fine; the old women of the family
being specially charged with the responsibility of seeing that
the rule is observed. Great difficulty is said to be expe-
rienced in rearing children in Chilas. The great mortality
among them is ascribed to the climate, but it is more pro-
bably due to too close intermarriage.

Agriculture is left entirely to the women, with the excep-
tion of ploughing, which demands more strength than they
can afford. In summer the men spin wool and attend to their
flocks on the mountain pastures; but in winter the duty of
caring for the herds is relegated to the women.

Slavery is a recognised institution in all the Shinkari
republics—a matter in which they contrast unfavourably with
the Afghans and Neemchas of the Indus Valley, among whom
it 1s unknown. Prisoners taken in war, and the children born
of slave parents, form the servile class.



CHAPTER 11.

GILGIT—HUNZA—NAGER—PONYAL.

CLOSE above Gor the traveller leaves Yaghestan and
reaches Cashmere territory. On the left bank is the
extensive Astor Valley, of which so good a description has
already been given by Mr. Drew. Twelve miles below the
point at which the Indus, after a north-westerly course of
nearly 500 miles, turns between precipitous rocks abruptly to
the south, is Boonji, the name of which has been converted by
the Sikhs and Dogras into Bawanji. This was at one time a
flourishing settlement, and is said to have contained eight
forts, which would represent a population of between 2,000 and
3,000 souls. Its prosperity began to decline under the in-
fluence of the wars undertaken at the beginning of the present
century by the rulers of Yassin and Chitral, which finally led
to the Sikh occupation of Gilgit. In 1841 Boonji only con-
tained 200 houses, and 1t was then finally ruined by the
disastrous flood, of which Mr. Drew gives so interesting
and able an explanation. The water-courses, on which the
prosperity of such alluvial spots entirely depends, were swept
away, and the amount of labour and expense necessary for
their repair are beyond the power of a small village commu-
nity. The Cashmere Government has lately taken them in
hand, with a view to encouraging the resettling of the place,
which at present only contains a colony of convict horse-
stealers and a small garrison.

Immediately opposite Boonji is the narrow but fertile Sai
Valley. Six miles further up, the Gilgitriver falls into the Indus.
The lower part of the valley of this river, nearly 40 miles in
length, forms the Gilgit district. Gilgititself, situated 24 miles
from the Indus, at an elevation of 4,890 feet, combines the
advantages of a good climate, a considerable extent of fertile
land, and a central position, and appears from ancient times
to have been the seat of a succession of rulers who, to a
greater or less degree, exercised authority over the surround-
ing valleys and states.
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The ancient name of the place was Sargin. Later, the
name of Gilit was given to it, and this has been changed to
Gilgit by the Sikh and Dogra conquerors; but among the
inhabitants it is still known as Gilit or Sargin-Gilit. Its iden-
tity with the Gahalata of ancient Sanscrit literature has been
suggested.! A few remains still exist of ancient stone build-
ings, apparently of the same description as the Martund and
Pandrethan temples in Cashmere. Their presence indicates
that a considerable amount of wealth and scientific skill must
once have existed in this remote valley, of whichnot even the
tradition has survived.

The settled population of the Gilgit district, which is very
mixed, amounts to about 4,500 persons. The language
spoken i1s Shina, though the Shins are numerically inferior to
the rest of the population. The Gilgit pronunciation of
Shina i1s supposed to be more refined than the dialects
spoken in neighbouring valleys, but of late it has received a
large infusion of Cashmeri, Dogri, Hindustani, and Punjabi
expressions. The former rulers had the title of Ra, and
there is reason to suppose that they were at one time Hin-
doos, but for the last five centuries and a half they have been
Mahommedans. The names of the Hindoo Ras have been
lost, with the exception of the last of their number, Shiri Bud-
dutt. Tradition relates that he was killed by a Mahommedan
adventurer, who married his daughter and founded a new
dynasty, since called Trakhané, from a celebrated Ra named
Trakhan, who reigned about the commencement of the
fourteenth century. The previous rulers, of whom Shin
Buddutt was the last, were called Shahreis. The present
Ra of Gilgit, Alidad Khan, belongs properly to the ruling
family of Nager, but was installed as representative of the
Trakhané on account of his descent from that family through
his mother, on the failure for the second time of direct male
heirs.

The population must have been at one time at least six
or seven times as numerous as it is at present. High on the
mountain sides up to an elevation of 10,000 feet, wherever
the presence of water and the contour of the hill side permit,
the ground is terraced and levelled, showing that it was once
cultivated ; but many generations have passed since its culti-
vation was abandoned. The period of greatest prosperity
was probably under the Shin Ras, whose rule seems to have
been peaceable and settled.  The whole population, from the

' McCrindle's Ancient India.
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Ra to his poorest subject, lived entirely by agriculture.
According to tradition, Shiri Buddutt’s rule extended over
Chitral, Yassin, Tangir, Darel, Chilas, Gor, Astor, Hunza,
Nager, and Haramosh, all of which were probably held by tri-
butary princes of the same family. The first decline of pros-
perity was due apparently to the introduction of Mahom-
medanism, by which the Shin kingdom was broken up into a
number of small independent states, which, from that date,
commenced to make periodical wars with one another; but
the final blow to the prosperity of the country was adminis-
tered by the establishment of a warlike ruling race in Yassin,
three centuries later.

A glance at the map will show that Gilgit is situated in
the centre of the most mountainous region of the Hima-
layas. Nowhere else in the world, probably, is there to be
found so great a number of deep valleys and lofty mountains
in so small a compass. Within a radius of 65 miles from
Gilgit the survey maps show, amidst innumerable smaller
peaks, eleven varying from 18,000 to 20,000 feet, seven from
20,000 to 22,000 feet, six from 22,000 to 24,000 feet, and
eight from 24,000 to 26,600 feet; while half of the tract
thus included still remains to be surveyed. A rival to Everest
and Kinchinjunga may yet be found among the mountains of
Kafhristan.

From Gilgit, mountain roads radiate into all the surround-
ing valleys, and it is easy to see how favourable is its posi-
tion for the establishment of the head-quarters of a confeder-
acy of small states. The lofty mountains around it, though
barren and rocky at their bases, are covered with verdure
higher up; and everywhere above 7,000 feet are thick fine
forests, grassy glades, deep glens, and running streams, of
which a view of the mountains from below gives little promise.
Here the wild goat (C. Falconeri) roams in great numbers
almost undisturbed, his chief foes being the snow ounce (Z.
Uncia), and the wild dog (C. Rutilans), of which packs are
sometimes seen. In winter, when forced down to lower ground
by the snow, a few fall victims to village matchlocks ; but the
number thus slain is few, as the Dards are not keen hunters.
Above the forest, where innumerable peaks tower up in their
panoply of eternal snow and glacier, ibex (C. Sibirica) are
found in great numbers. The solitudes which they share
with the red bear (U. /sabellinus) and the snow cock (7.
Himalayanus) are rarely disturbed by the hunter’s voice.
On the lower and more barren hills, below the forest, are to
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be found numerous flocks of the wild sheep (O. Vigner). At
an elevation of 11,000 feet, wild onions grow in great profu-
sion, and to this 'fact the range is indebted for its Chinese
name Tsungling. (The Onion Mountains.)

The principal difficulty in communication is caused by
the rivers, which in winter are shrunk to small dimensions,
but in summer, fed by snow-fields and glaciers of enormous
extent, become impassable torrents, bringing down tons of
soil in their turbid waters. Many of the streams are rich in
gold, especially those flowing from the great Rakiposh Moun-
tain, and it is probable that a scientific search for minerals
would be well repaid. The natives believe that the gold is
generated by the glaciers, because the greatest quantity is
found in the glacier mud, and there are traditions of small but
rich veins of earth having been occasionally laid bare by
earthquakes. Gold-washing is only practised in winter, and
then by none but the poorest and meanest of the population,
though the quantity found even with the rude apparatus
employed is sometimes very remunerative. The gold itself
1s of fair quality, the best being of twenty carats.

Nearly half way between Gilgit and the Indus is the
Bagrot Valley, which contains several flourishing villages,
and is capable of supporting a population of 2,000 or 3,000 souls.
The Bagrot gold-washings are celebrated for the quantity
and fine quality of the gold they yield, and the valley contains
many signs of mineral wealth. It was a favourite summer
resort of the old Gilgit rulers, and was their last place of
refuge when hard pressed by external enemies. The Bagrot
people belong almost entirely to the Shin caste.

A mile below Gilgit itself the Hunza River joins that of
Gilgit. Though fordable in winter, this is in summer a deep
and rapid torrent more than a hundred yards in breadth, bring-
ing down with it an enormous quantity of soil from the lofty
mountains it drains. Cashmere jurisdiction extends some 2§
miles up the valley to a point at which the river makes a
sudden bend from a westerly course to south-south-east.
As generally happens where these abrupt changes of course
in a stream are found, the river here flows between perpendi-
cular rocks, across the face of which none but the most expert
cragsmen can find a path. On the occasion of my visit to
Hunza in 1876, suddenly found myself confronted with a more
difficult and dangerous piece of ground than I had ever tra-
versed in a tolerably large experience of Himalayan sport.
For nearly half a mile it was necessary to scramble over
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rocky ledges, sometimes letting oneself down nearly to the
water’s edge, then ascending 300 or 400 feet above the stream,
holding on by corners of rock, working along rocky shelves
3 or 4 inches wide, and round projecting knobs and corners
where no four-footed animal less agile than a wild goat could
find a path.

Immediately above the bend of the river is the district
of Chaprot, consisting of the fort and village of that name
and three other villages. This has always been a fruitful
source of contention among the rulers of the three states of
Hunza, Nager, and Gilgit, between which it is situated, prin-
cipally on account of the fort, which, according to local ideas,
is impregnable. It is situated in the angle formed by the
junction of two streams, with high precipitous banks, and can
therefore only be approached from one side. It has belonged
in turns to all three states, but at present 1s garrisoned by
Cashmere troops. Continuing up the valley to the eastward,
at about 52 miles from Gilgit, the residences of the rulers of
the two states of Hunza and Nager are reached, the river
forming the boundary between the wild two.

The view of the great Rakiposh Mountain from the north
side is truly striking. From the water’s edge it rises without
a break for 19,000 feet to its topmost peak, which is over
25,000 feet above the sea-level. Its lofty sides, girdled
with dark pine forest and seamed with glaciers and mers-
de-glace, some of which reach nearly down to the water's
edge, overlook numerous fertile settlements which are nour-
ished by streams flowing from the great mountain. Above
the forests extensive fields of snow sparkle and glitter in the
summer sun, while, overtopping all, great points of granite, on
whose steep sides the snow can scarce find a resting-place,
give emphasis and unity to a scene not easily forgotten.

~ Above Hunza the course of the river, which rises in the
Hindoo Koosh, lies entirely in Hunza territory. The people
of these two states, of whom so little is known, have been
counted as mere robber tribes, who have brought themselves
into notice by their depredations on the caravans between
Yarkund and Leh. This is, however, scarcely a just estima-
tion of them. They are of the same stock as the people of
Yassin, Ponyal, and the majority of the people of Gilgit and
the neighbouring valleys. So far from being mere robber
tribes, they are settled agricultural communities, living under
rulers who boast of their long unbroken descent from princes
of native blood. Hemmed in by lofty mountains, they are
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proud of the independence they have always maintained, and
they probably present the spectacle of a race living under
almost the same conditions now as their forefathers did four-
teen centuries ago. The rulers are called 74um, and their
families are descended from twin brothers, Moghlot and Gir-
kis, who lived about the end of the fifteenth century. General
Cunningham makes the somewhat natural mistake of con-
founding Girkis with Kirghiz, and suggests that the former
inhabitants of Hunza must have been Dards (?), who have
since been displaced by the nomads of the Pamir. From
this he goes on to argue that the rulers of Shigar must also
be of Kirghiz blood ; and following the same line of argument
he states that the Astor district must once have belonged to
the Tibetan race, because the ruling family are Makpons.
He also mentions the Gilgitis as a race of Dardo-Tibetans,
for which assumption there is no adequate foundation.'

I have been told by a Nepaulese gentleman that Zhum
1s a Chinese title, meaning Governor, and that it is used
in a reduplicated form 7hum Thum, to signify a Governor
General.® Its existence in these countries, where its origin
has been completely lost sight of, is curious and must be
extremely ancient.

The rulers of Nager, who are descended from the first-
named of the two brothers, are called Moghloté, the present
Thum being Jaffer Zahid Khan. Though the smaller of
the two states, Nager has the larger population, owing to the
greater amount of cultivable ground which it contains.
The population is about 10,000 souls. The land where
cultivable is extremely fertile and bears exceptionably heavy
crops, and the Nager streams are rich in gold. The country
is especially famous for its apricots, which are dried and export-
ed to the Punjab in considerable quantities. Nearly opposite
Hunza, the Myetsil River, a considerable stream, joins the
main river from the south-west. The fort of Nager and the
Thum’s house are on the southern side of this stream, about
3 miles from the junction, at an elevation of 8,000 feet
above the sea. Both sides of this valley belong to Nager,
and it forms the eastern boundary of the state. At the head
of it is the difficult and dangerous road over the Hispar Pass
into the Shigar Valley, which is never used except in cases
of necessity. When Cashmere authority was temporarily

# Cunningham’s Ladakh, pages 27, 38, 58, 295.
? It is perhaps a corruption of the word Tung, which appears in many titles. The

Chinese Governor of Kashgharia is called Tsung Tung, and the officer who commands
the troops is styled Tung-lung.
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expelled from Gilgit, between 1852 and 1860, communication
with Nager was maintained by this road. In the prosperous
times of the Shin rule, the Thums of Nager acknowledged
the Ras of Gilgit as their feudal superiors, and tradition
relates that the villages of Nilt, Gulmit, Toll, and Pussunt,
which now belong to Nager, were given as dowries to
different Thums who married daughters of the Trakhané.
At the time of the Sikh occupation of Gilgit a very close
connection existed between the rulers of the two states of
Gilgit and Nager. Between Hunza and Nager a great rivalry,
which has frequently resulted in open hostility, has always
existed, but they are generally ready to combine against an
external foe. Though possessing a common origin, the
people of Nager are distinguished for timidity and incapacity
for war, and no instance is recorded of their being victorious
over their rivals of Hunza, at whose hands they have suffered
many disastrous defeats. The people of Nager are Shiahs,
and slavery does not exist among them. Since 1868 Nager
has been tributary to Cashmere, to which it makes an annual
payment of twenty-one tolas of gold and two baskets of
apricots.

Between the two states the river flows between perpendi-
cular banks, 300 feet high and 600 feet apart at the top.
The banks can only be ascended in a few places, which are
carefully guarded.

Hunza, which comprises a considerable extent of terri-
tory, has an agricultural population of about 6,000 souls.
North of the great range of peaks which bisects the
principality from south-east to north-west the country opens
out into rolling grass steppes, supporting a scattered pastoral
population. Here the great wild sheep (O. Polt) roams in
large herds. This tract is known as Little Goohjal, to dis-
tinguish it from Wakhan, which, south of the Hindoo Koosh,
is known as Goohjal proper.

From the north-east the Shimshal stream, draining the
valley of that name, brings down a great volume of water
in summer, and effectually closes all access from the south,
except to men on foot. The only direct route in summer to
the Shimshal Valley from the south, is by the high and diffi-
cult Moorkén Pass, which is only open for two months in
the year. From the head of the Shimshal Valley a road, only
passable for men on foot, leads to Koolanooldi in the Yar-
kund Valley. It was by this road that attacks on the cara-
vans were organised. Another route leads by a somewhat
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difficult pass on to the Shimshal Pamir, from whence a road
goes to Ujadbai in the Sirikol Valley. On this Pamir dwell
a number of Kirghiz, who pay tribute to the Thum of Hunza,
and here the wild ydk (P. grumniens) and the kyang
(£. Hemionus) find their most western limit. The Pamir
appears to he north-west and south-east. From its north
side the Kara Kuchkar Pass leads to Raskum, once a
flourishing settlement, situated on one of the many branches
which form the south-western source of the Yarkund River.
Considerably further to the north-east are the two small
communities of Pakpooh and Shakshooh, situated on different
tributary streams. Pakpooh is said to contain about 4,000
and Shakshooh about 5,000 souls, and they are situated
respectively at an elevation of about 10,000 and g,000 feet.
Both pay tribute to the ruler of Hunza. These curious
people, of whom very little is known, are of Aryan race, and
are described as being of very fair and ruddy complexion.
Their language 1s Chagatar Turki, but, like the Ghalchah
tribes of Sirikol and the countries north of the Hindoo Koosh
to the westward, many of them speak Persian also. Dr. Bellew,"
who met some men of the tribe, speaks of them as being a
tall, very fair, and handsome race, of a purely Aryan physi-
ognomy, and describes them as poorly clad, carrying match-
locks, of timid and subdued demeanour, and very cautious
of giving any information regarding themselves. ~He men-
tions that they spoke Turki to other people, but conversed
among themselves in a totally different language. He says
that they are Mussulmans of the Shiah sect, like the Wakhis
and Badakhshis,—that is, Maulais.

Nearly due north of Hunza is the small mountain state
of Sirikol. The rulers of the two states have ever main-
tained a close friendship in spite of the mountains which
separate them. From Girtchah in Goohjal, Tashkurgan 1s
reached in eight days. Horses can only travel by the Kilik
route, which is longer than that by the Kirish Pass; but the
road is excellent and open all the year to both horses and
camels. For about two months in summer the road by
Misgar is impracticable for horses on account of the depth
of the stream that has to be forded. The route by Riship-
jerab and Derdee is then used, but men on foot can travel
by Misgar at all times. Good roads also lead to Lungar
and Kabr-i-Bosai in Wakhan territory.

In Wakhan, Sirikol, and Yarkund, the name of Kunjoot

! Bellew's Kashmir and Kashghar.



Gilgit—Hunza—Nager—Ponyal. 27

is given to Hunza, though this name is not in use among the
inhabitants themselves, nor among any of the people dwelling
south of the. Hindoo Koosh. The name, according to the
pronunciation of the inhabitants themselves, is more properly
Hunzoo. In ancient times it was called Challaj Bultum, a
name which has now fallen into disuse.

The ruling family of Hunza is called Ayeshé (heavenly),
from the following circumstance. The two states of Hunza
and Nager were formerly one, ruled by a branch of the
Shahreis, the ruling family of Gilgit, whose seat of government
was Nager. Tradition relates that Mayroo Khan, apparently
the first Mahommedan Thum of Nager some 200 years after
the introduction of the religion of Islamin to Gilgit, married a
daughter of Trakhan of Gilgit, who bore him twin sons named
Moghlot and Girkis. From the former the present ruling
family of Nager is descended. The twins are said to have
shown hostility to one another from their birth. Their father,
seeing this and unable to settle the question of succession,
divided his state between them, giving to Girkis the north,
and to Moghlot the south, bank of the river.

Age did not diminish their enmity, and Girkis, while out
hunting, was one day killed by an adherent of Moghlot, a
native of Haramosh, named Mogul Beg, who under pretence
of a quarrel with Moghlot took service with Girkis, and per-
suading him to look up at some game on the cliff above him,
drove an arrow into his throat. Girkis left only a daughter,
who, according to the custom of the country, became Queen
or Ganish of Hunza. Her first care was to avenge her
father’s death. The tradition relates that having sworn to tear
the murderer’s liver with her teeth, she carried out her vow to
the letter. Left without a chaperon, she was not long with-
out getting into a scrape, as young ladies in similar circum-
stances are apt to do. The young prince Kamal Khan of
Nager, a younger son of Moghlot, crossed the river by night,
serenaded her, and won her heart. Night after night the
lovers met, unknown to the rest of the world, till serious con-
sequences ensued; and one fine day it was announced in
Hunza that, though Providence had not yet provided the
princess with a husband, it had seen fit to bless her with a
son. Morals in Hunza are not of the strictest even now, so
that few questions were asked, and the good people generally
contented themselves with beating their drums, dancing
and the usual festivities proper on the occasion of the birth
of the prince Chiliss Khan. Kamal Khan seems to have
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‘““behaved badly " all through, as the above story is concealed
in Hunza under the fiction that a prince of Shighnan became
the husband of the princess, but that his name being forgot-
ten heis known only as Ayesho (Heaven-sent), from which
the present ruling family of Hunza takes the name. The
present Thum of Hunza 1s Ghazan Khan.

The rivalry of the two brothers has been perpetuated till
the present time, and has become almost an article of faith
between the people, as well as the rulers, of the two states.
The people of Hunza have a greater reputation for bravery
than those of Nager, but they are not warlike in the sense
that the Afghans may be said to be so. Secure in the inac-
cessibility of their country, they have preyed upon all their
neighbours without fear of retribution. At the time of the
insurrection of the seven Khojas in Yarkund in 1847, Shah
Ghazanfur Khan of Hunza rendered assistance to the
Chinese 1n overcoming the rebellion. In recognition of this
service a jagheer was granted to him close to Yarkund, and
a brass tablet inscribed with a record of the friendship of
Hunza towards Pekin, and its reward was placed on the
gates of the city. A fixed subsidy was paid by the Chinese
to the Thum of Hunza, who in return gave a nominal alle-

iance. Under these circumstances, the caravans between
Yarkund and Leh were regularly plundered in the valley of
the Yarkund River near Koolanooldi by the Hunza people,
whilst the Chinese authorities winked at a proceeding
which they were unable to prevent or punish. The raids
were organised by the Thum, and looked upon as a right
conferred by the proximity of the caravan route. His agents
in Yarkund sent notice when a rich caravan was about to
start, and a party was at once despatched by mountain
aths known only to themselves, toliein wait for it. Besides
the plunder carried off, young men were generally seized and
sold into slavery, which caused Hunza to become the chief
place of resort for slave-merchants from Badakhshan. The
last exploit of the kind, and the most successful recorded,
took place in 1865, when no less than 50 camels and 500
ponies laden with merchandise were driven from Koolanooldi
to Hunza by way of Ujadbai without opposition. Kunjooti
eyes still glisten when they talk of that day, but the establish-
ment of the firm rule of the Atalik in Kashghar put a stop to
future proceedings of the kind. On the re-establishment of
Chinese power in Kashghar in 1878, Ghazan Khan preferred
a formal request to me that he might revive his ancient right
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of “striking the road.” The Nager people were never con-
cerned in these raids.

With the former rulers of Gilgit the people of Hunza
seem to have lived on tolerably good terms, rendering them
a nominal allegiance in the days of their prosperity, but
asserting their independence as the later Trakhané Ras grew
weak. The Sikh and Dogra governors found their most
troublesome enemies in Hunza, against which country they
never gained a single success. Hunza raids against Gilgit
villages were incessant, till in revenge an expedition was
organised in 1848 by Nuthoo Shah, the first Sikh governor
of Gilgit. Falling into an ambuscade, Nuthoo Shah and
Karim Khan, the Ra of Gilgit, were both slain, and their army
defeated with serious loss. In the beginning of 1865 a
second attempt was made in alliance with the ruler of Nager,
whose lukewarmness or treachery caused the expedition to
fail. In the succeeding year a third attempt was made, but
the Nager ruler’s treachery was now evident, and while the
Hunza force looked on from across the river, a skirmish took
place between the gquondam allies, in which the Dogra gov-
ernor was badly wounded. The unexpected defection of their
allies and the loss of their leader so disheartened the Dogras
that the whole force took to flight, and reached Gilgit with
the loss of only two men. Their artillery, which had been at
first abandoned, was recovered by the presence of mind of one
of the Dogra officers, who, with a few men, preserved the
semblance of order in their retreat. The expedition having
been.undertaken without permission from Jummoo, the gov-
ernor was recalled and his proceedings ignored.

In 1869 the raids from Hunza were at last put an end to
by the present Thum consenting to yield allegiance and pay
a yearly tribute of two horses, two hounds, and twenty ounces
of gold-dust, which has since been paid regularly.

The elevation of Hunza is 8,400 feet. It may be de-
scribed as an elongated crescent with the points towards the
south, formed by the hills receding from the river. At each
end is a strong torrent flowing from the glaciers on the peaks,
which are just visible to the north. The cultivation extends
about 7 miles in length by 1} in depth. This is terraced
down to the river, but in parts is broken and undulating. It
i1s divided into eight districts,—Naraydass, Assanabad, Door-
kun, Hyderabad, Aliabad, Ganish, Baltit, and Altit. Each
district has its own fort. Baltit is the Thum’s residence.
The ground is thickly wooded, and the whole eastern end is
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covered with orchards of fruit trees. The cultivation is ex-
tremely good, and fruit of all kinds grows in abundance.

Mahommedanism sits but loosely on the Hunza people,
who make no secret of their preference for easy-going tenets.
Though professing to be Maulais, they are disowned by their
own Pirs, who refuse to visit the country, and no contributions
are sent by them to their spiritual chief. They are great
wine-drinkers, and are reproached by their neighbours for
their readiness to eat unorthodox food,' and for the immo-
rality of their women. Firearms are scarce, and bows and
arrows are still not quite obsolete.

The people of Hunza and Nager belong to the caste
called Yeshkun by the Shins, but amongst themselves known
as Boorish. They differ slightly in appearance, the Nager
people apparently showing an infusion of Tartar blood,
derived, no doubt, from their Iskardo neighbours. The Hunza
people, who are a somewhat taller race, have finer features
and are distinguished for being more deliberate and less
vivacious in their actions. The language, called Boorishki or
Boorishaski, is identical in both states; the Hunza pronun-
ciation being rather more broad and drawling than that of
Nager. This language was first published by Dr. Leitner.
All their songs, however, are in Shina,—a language which is
supposed to lend itself more readily to poetry,—and Shina
songs are sung by men who do not understand a word of
that language.

Both Thums are still addressed as Soori, as a title of
respect. This appears to be the same as 577, an appellation of
Lakshmi, the Hindoo goddess of wealth, commonly prefixed to
the names of Hindoo princes in India, todenote their honour and
prosperity. The Thum'’s wives are styled *‘ gdnzsh,” which is
almost identical with the original Sanscrit word for mother,
and their sons are called ‘‘ gushpoor.” In cutting the throat
of an animal for food, the people of Hunza make a practice
of turning it towards the Thum’s abode, even when many
miles distant, instead of in the orthodox direction of Mecca.

Every village, according to its size, possesses one or more
forts, sufficient to give shelter to the whole population. These
are built of sun-dried bricks, with walls 15 feet high, and square
towers at intervals of 20 yards. At night the whole popula-
tion takes refuge within the walls. ~ Similar forts exist in Gilgit,
but under Cashmere rule they have fallen into disuse.

In Hunza there is a tradition preserved of the occurrence

1 Animals not slaughtered according to the manner prescribed by Mahommedan law.
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at some remote period of a Mongol invasion, but no clue
exists to the approximate date. It is said to have taken
place at a period before the separation of Hunza from Nager.
In more recent times a prince of Nager is related to have
visited Cashmere to seek assistance from Shah Jehan, which
was granted, and the prince thereby enabled to expel his
brother and make himself master of the country. Bernier
mentions another prince from this neighbourhood, by name
Bowali Khan, applying in a similar manner for assistance to
Shah Jehan. This prince appears to have belonged to the
family of the rulers of Iskardo or Shigar.

During the rule of Ghazanfur Khan, the father of the
present Thum of Hunza, Nager was temporarily forced to
give allegiance to the Hunza ruler, who had secured the
active alliance of Suleiman Shah, of the Khushwakté
family. _

Returning into the Gilgit Valley, 19 miles above Gilgit,
the Ponyal District is reached. This stretches for some
22 miles up to the Yassin frontier. Of old an appanage of
Gilgit, Ponyal became in later times a bone of contention
between the rulers of Yassin and Gilgit, who each possessed
it in turn for a time, till it finally came into the pos-
session of Cashmere in 1860. Soomalik, whose name will
be found in the genealogy of the Gilgit Ras, is said to have
given Ponyal as a dowry with his daughter to a prince of
Chitral. At a later date it became an independent republic
for a time, till a certain Shét, a native of Darel, made himself
Thum of Ponyal, but was shortly afterwards slain by Shah
Pershah, of the Khushwakté family of Yassin, who established
his son Booroosh as ruler. The present Ra of Ponyal,
Akbar Khan, is a descendant of Booroosh, his father having
been re-established and confirmed in his possession by the
Cashmere Government in return for services rendered in the
wars which finally established the Dogra rule on the right
bank of the Indus. Cashmere troops garrison Ponyal, and
grave cases are under the jurisdiction of the Gilgit officials,
but no revenue is paid either to Cashmere or to Akbar Khan,
who receives in lieu a fixed subsidy from the Maharajah, in
consideration of which he is bound to maintain a certain
number of men to guard the frontier posts in time of peace, and
to render military service in war. But for this arrangement,
Cashmere would hardly have been able to make good its
footing west of the Indus, and its success in this matter ma
be said to be entirely owing to the father of Akbar Khan.
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Great enmity exists between the people of Ponyal and those
of Yassin and Chitral.

The principal place in Ponyal is Cher,' which has been
corrupted into Sher by the Dogras. The people are, with few
exceptions, Yeshkun or Boorish, but the language spoken is
Shina. In religion they are mostly Maulais, a few Soonnees
and Shiahs only being found amongst them. Ponyal con-
tains about 2,000 inhabitants; the men are remarkable for
their athletic figures. The soil, where cultivable at all, is
fertile and yields two harvests in the year, but between the
different patches of cultivation long stretches of sandy plain
intervene, while at certain places the rocks close in on the
river, which, for more than half the year, is an impassable tor-
rent, so that the passage can be easily held by a few against
superior numbers. In unsettled times guards are posted at
these places to give the alarm by beacon fires.

At the western extremity of Ponyal is the fort and village
of Gahkuch, which is the residence of the Rao Afiat Khan, a
member of the Boorooshé family, who ownsallegiance to Cash-
mere and receives a yearly subsidy in consideration of his
holding this frontier post. Gahkuch is a place of some 1m-
portance, as it commands the mouth of the Karoomber Valley
as well as upper part of the main valley.

Opposite Gahkuch, the Karoomber Valley and river, run-
ning almost due south from the Hindoo Koosh, joins the
main valley. Mr. Drew has described how this valley has
during the last twenty years alternately belonged to Yassin
and Gilgit. Nothing but extreme timidity or apathy can
have induced the Cashmere Durbar to abandon it, as men-
tioned by Mr. Drew, for it is outside the natural boundary of
Yassin, and could not have remained a portion of Yassin
territory had the slightest disposition been evinced to retain
it by the Dogras. For 25 miles the valley 1s broad and
open, beyond that it contracts, and a road branches off
past the village of Ishkaman or Ishkoman to the foot of the
Durkot Pass. Continuing up the valley, which bends to the
eastward, the Hindoo Koosh 1s crossed into the Oxus Valley
by the Ishkoman Pass at a height of 12,000 feet. Formerly
this road was a favourite one, but owing to recent physical
changes it has now fallen into disuse.

The Karoomber Valley, which contains the ruins of several
large villages, now supports only 300 souls. The former in-
habitants are said to have been exposed to constant forays

! Meaning " an impregnable rock."”
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from the Wakhis and Sirikolis, but the wars of the Yassin
rulers since the beginning of the century have been the most
powerful agent in depopulating the country. The security
given to inhabitants in one way has been accompanied by
a fresh source of danger to them in another. More than once
the glacier has temporarily dammed up the stream until suffi-
cient water has accumulated to burst the barrier and carry
destruction to the valley below. At Eemit there is a hot
mineral spring.



CHAPTER IIL

CASTES—ADMINISTRATION.

R. LEITNER and Mr. Drew have already shown that
the people of Gilgit and some of the adjacent valleys are
divided into castes, which are governed by strict laws as to

Intermarriage.

The distribution of the different castes, as

shown roughly in the following table, may help to give some
clue to their different origins :—

Table showing Distribution of Castes.

Koli . .

Palus .

Puttun and Seo

Doobeyr and Kan-
dia . . .

Herbund, Sazin

Tangir .

Darel .

Chilas . .

Gor . .

Astor

Sai

Gilgit

Nager .
Hunza .
Ponyal . .
Woorshigoom

Main valley above
Ponyal to Chashi
Chitral Valley

Rono, Boorish or Krammin,
Zundré or Shin. Yeghﬁuno Dom, Shoto, Remarks.
Haraiyo. * | and Ustad.
Exclusive of Neem-
Nﬁge gg% per cent. g per cent. “l)& per cent. chas, but including
Do. 5 » 4 None ° » under the head of
. o - ne (1 ”» Shins, Chiliss, Ga-
bars, Mahrons, and
Do. 10 ' 20 per cent. | 50 ’ , Ba;tserwaliks. 4
De. 64 3 . 33 .
Do. 60 ,’, 25 :, 15 ' Exclusive of Pa-
Do. 25 » 50 » 25 . thans and Goojurs.
Do. 50 » 16, 4
Do. & o, 5 »
Do. 10 ' 78 ' 12 ’e
Do. 30 ”» 65 » 5 I .
6 per cent. | 35 » 55 » 4 ’s Exclusive of Cash-
meris and recent
6 immigrants.
5 20 , o, 15
None 5 i, 8o ’s 15 ::
2 per cent. 30 " 55 " 13 9 . .
A tew fami- None Greater part| A few fami- | Exclusive of the ruling
lies. cl>f the popu-~ lies. class.
ation.
None 55 per cent.| 30 per cent. | 15 percent.
300 families None None 200 families | Exclusive of the regu-
lar population of
Chitral,

At the risk of going over some ground that has already been
traversed, a few remarks concerning them may not be out of

place.

The most honoured caste is that of the Ronos, who rank
next to the ruling family in every country in which they
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are found. The Wuzeers are generally, though not always,
chosen from among the Rono families.  They exist in small
numbers in Nager, Gilgit, and Ponyal, gradually increasing in
numbers as one travels westward through Yassin, Mastooch,
and Chitral, in which places there are said to be altogether
over 300 families. In Nager and Yassin they call them-
selves Hara and Haraiyo,' and in Chitral Zundra, but they
claim to be all of the same stock. Some exist in Wakhan
and Sirikol, where they are called Khaibar-khatar; and in
Shighnan, where they are called Gaibalik-khatar. Wherever
they exist they are held in great respect. They have two
principal traditions concerning their origin, both of which may
contain a germ of truth. One is that they are descended from
three brothers, Zoon, Rono, and Harai, the sons of a certain
Soomalik who ruled in Mastooch before the establishment of
the Shahreis line. The other is that they are of Arab blood,
and descended from Mahommed Hanifa, the son of Al the
Prophet’s son-in-law. Their small numbers, general distribu-
tion, and the universal estimation in which they are held, are
evidence in favour of the first assertion, and it 1s possible that
they may be descended from Arabs who settled in the upper
part of the Chitral Valley at the time of the Arab conquest of
Badakhshan, at the end of the seventh century. A claim to
Arab descent 1s, however, very common among many sections
of the inhabitants of these valleys, but it seems to rest on no
real foundation. According to another version they came
originally from Rajaun, near Poonch, and are descended from
three brothers, Sirung, Sooroong, and Kunger Putool.

In appearance they are generally taller than the other
inhabitants of the country, with rather high cheek bones, oval
faces not thickly bearded, and fairly developed features. Some
of them resemble in feature high-class Rajpoots. The esteem
in which they are held is proved by the fact that they are able
to give their daughters in marriage to the ruling families, and
children born of such marriages are qualified to succeed to all
the honours of the father's family, and intermarry with other
ruling families. They also give daughtersin marriage to
Syuds, of whom there are a few scattered about the country,
but not to the inferior castes. They, however, take daughters
in marriage from both Shins and Yeshkuns. Children born of
these unions rank as Ronos, and, if daughters, can, as above
stated, intermarry with ruling families. The Zundré of Chitral
do not refuse their daughters to the Afghans of Dir. Excep-

! This name recalls the Haroyu of the Zendavesta,
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tional cases exist of Rono women being given to Shins and
Yeshkuns when through immoral behaviour they cannot pro-
cure husbands of their own class. Rulers of Dard states
give their daughters born of slaves or concubines to Ronos,
but not those born of lawful wives.

Next to the Ronos, in order of consideration, come the
Shins, who do not form the majority of the population any-
where except in Gor, Chilas, Tangir, the Indus Valley below
Sazin, and the upper part of the Gilgit Valley above Ponyal,
and are not found at all in the higher and less fertile parts, till
one gets further up the Indus Valley beyond Haramosh.
Although numerically inferior, they have established their
language to the exclusion of others wherever they have
penetrated, and there can be little doubt that they represent
an alien race who at some time established themselves in the
country by conquest. Amongst the many dialects of Shina
now spoken, that of Gilgit, which was the seat of Shin rule,
is still considered the most refined, but it is much mixed with
Boorishki, and of late with Cashmeri owing to an immigra-
tion of Cashmeris which took place about a hundred years
ago, at the same time as the formation of the Cashmeri
colony in the Hodar Valley.

Shins give their daughters to Ronos and Syuds, but can-
not marry the daughters of Ronos or Syuds in return. In
the same way they marry Yeshkun women, but do not give
their daughters to Yeshkuns in return. In the lower part of
the Indus Valley they give daughters to the Neemchas.
Owing to this system of mixed marriages they are, as Mr.
Drew has pointed out, very far from being a pure race, and
it 1s difficult to fix on any typical personal characteristics.
The Shins of the Indus Valley below Sazin are small clean-
limbed men, with dark complexion and eyes, and sharp fea-
tures, of a type not uncommon in North-Western India.
Above Sazin and about Gilgit they are of somewhat lighter
complexion, but they do not show any marked type of feature.

There is a rare type, which I have only noticed among
Shins, which may be characteristic of the race. These are
small slight men, with thin sharp features, prominent noses
and narrow chins. Mr. Drew also notices this type as pre-
vailing in the side valleys of the Indus near Rondu and
Iskardo. 1 am inclined to think, however, that the true Shin
type is only to be found in the Indus Valley below Sazin, and
that this small narrow-chinned race are merely a deteriorated
type produced by long intermarriage within narrow limits.
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Though their traditions as a separate race have long
passed away, the Shins still look on themselves as the
aristocracy of the country, and claim to be of a more honour-
able caste than others, without being able to show any
foundation for this claim. A Shin considers it a disgrace to
have to carry a load, and regards hunting and agriculture as
the only honourable pursuits for a man. They are strictly
confined to the Indus Valley and its affluents.

The Shins who are found in Baltistan do not, however,
arrogate to themselves any superiority over their Tartar
neighbours. On the contrary, the position they occupy to-
wards the Tartars is similar to that of the Yeshkuns in Gilgit
towards themselves. They are called by the Tartars, con-
temptuously, “ Brokpas,” or highlanders, from their cultivating
the highest—that 1s, the least fertile—ground. The Baltis
habitually mention this fact when speaking of the Brokpas or
Dards of the Iskardo district, but do not try to account
for 1t.

This, together with the difference of estimation in which
the Shins are held in Gilgit and Iskardo, gives a valuable
clue to changes which have taken place among the different
races. It isevident that in Baltistan the Tartars, and not the
Brokpas, are the last-comers.

As already mentioned, the part of the Indus Valley from
below Gor to the Afghan limits near Ghorband is called
Shinkari, and it is in the lower part of this that the purest
Shin community is now probably to be found ; but the name
of Shinkari, which still exists in Pukli, where the population
is now entirely Afghan, perhaps indicates that the original
home of the Shins was in that valley.

The most remarkable peculiarity of the Shins is their feel-
ing with regard to the cow, to which Mr. Drew has already
directed attention. In spite of their conversion to Mahom-
medanism, the feeling is still maintained in Nager, Gilgit,
Astor, and the Indus Valley above Boonji. In the Indus
Valley below Astor the feeling has died out, but in the
places mentioned, orthodox Shins will not eat beef, drink
cow’s milk, or touch a vessel containing it. A sucking calf,
or any portion of a dead animal, is especially unclean, so
that purification is necessary if even the garments should
chance to touch them. It is not uncommon for a Shin to
make over his cow and calf to a Yeshkun neighbour, to be re.
stored to him when the calf is weaned. Shins also regard the
domestic fowl as unclean, and in districts chiefly inhabited
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by them, not a single fowl 1s to be seen. These peculiarities
are strictly confined to the Shin caste, and, together with
other customs which will come under notice presently, afford
good grounds for supposing that they were a race of Hindoos
who came from the south, and, pressing up the Indus Valley,
established a Hindoo state in these remote regions under the
crest of the Hindoo Koosh.

The next in order and the most numerous caste are the
Yeshkuns, who form the entire population of Hunza, Nager,
and Ponyal and nearly all the population of Yassin, besides
being numerically superior in Gilgit, Sai, Darel, and Astor.
In Hunza and Nager they do not call themselves Yeshkun,
but Boorish ; and in Yassin, Woorshik and Boorisho. The lan
guage spoken in slightly varying dialects, in these three states
1s known as Boorishki, Boorishaski, or Woorishki. The term
““ Khajoona,” applied by the Gllgltls to the language as spoken
in Nager, 1s never used in that country, and the old name also
lingers in Yassin, which 1s still known as Woorshigoom.
This language, of which an account is given in Appendix A,
differs markedly from all languages in the neighbouring val-
leys. It has, I believe, been pronounced on good authority
to belong to the Turanian family of languages.

In the colder climate of Hunza and Yassin, the people of
this caste have ruddy complexions, and fair and even red
hair 1s not uncommon. The Boorish of Nager show a some-
what different type. Many of them are short, thick-set men,
with prominent cheek-bones, thick features, and thin beards.
These characteristics, joined to their unwarlike nature, are
probably due to an infusion of Tartar blood from Iskardo
gained during the time that Nager was subject to the Mak-
pon ruler of Iskardo. If the Boorish are originally of Turanian
origin, they have received at some time so large an infusion
of Aryan blood as to have almost entirely swamped their
original characteristics. Mr. Drew points out that the re-
strictions on their intermarriage with the Shins makes them
the purer race of the two, and though these restrictions are
not always closely observed, the Yeshkuns of Hunza and
Nager would have little opportumty for profiting by their non-
observance, so that their dash of Aryan blood must have
been obtained before the appearance of the Shins. There
does not appear to be any good foundation for Dr. Leitner’s
suggestion that the Yeshkuns are probably the product of
intermarriage between the Shins and some aboriginal race.
Considerable rivalry exists between the Shins and Yeshkuns,
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even in villages where they have lived side by side for
generations.

Living among them, in varying numbers, are Syuds,
Krammins, Doms, Shotos, and Goojurs.  All of these occupy
an inferior position except the Syuds, who relate that they
first settled in the country in the time of Tamerlane. They
are treated with the highest respect, and receive in marriage
daughters from the ruling families, but without reciprocity, for
a Syud’s daughter is given only toa Syud. There are none
in Hunza, but elsewhere they are scattered through the
country in small numbers. There 1s seldom more than one
Syud’s house in each village.

The Krammins, who are millers and potters, are most
numerous in Darel, and do not exist in Hunza or Nager.
They do not intermarry with any other caste. Their name
is probably derived from the Persian £amiz, “ mean,” though
Mr. Shaw, in his paper on “ Stray Aryansin Thibet,” suggests
that the name is derived from 4»um, “ work.”

The Doms, who are musicians, blacksmiths, and leather-
workers, are most numerous in Yassin, Nager, and Chilas, in
which latter place they form a sixth of the population.

In Nager there is a caste called Shoto, which exists no-
where else ; they work in leather, and rank below the Doms,
who take daughters from them without giving in return.

Like the low caste of men of India, the men belonging to
these inferior castes are of very dark complexion, coarse
features, and inferior physique. Mr. Drew regards them as
akin to the low castes of the Punjab, and accounts for their
presence in these countries by suggesting that they are
remnants of a pre-Aryan aboriginal race, who represent the
earliest inhabitants of these valleys. 1 am more inclined to
think that, like the Shins, they have come from the south
to settle in these valleys. It is possible that they accom-
panied the Shins, or they may have followed them, gradually
spreading under the protection of the Shin rule. Their
status is only consistent with the existence of the Hindoo
religion, which I believe to have been introduced by the
Shins, and it is worthy of notice that they are not found in
the upper part of the Chitral Valley.

In Gilgit itself there are a great number of Cashmeris,
or, as they are called, Kashiroos, whose forefathers settled in
the place in the time of Ahmed Shah Abdali, about 1760 A.D.
They now form the largest section of the population, and
the shrewdness which forms so distinctive a part of the
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character of the ordinary Cashmeri, has suffered little b
transplanting. Some are said to have penetrated into
Chitral, where they have since become merged in the re-
gular population. Those in Gilgit are weavers and carpenters,
and are regarded with some contempt both by Shins and
Yeshkuns.

Their distinctive castes are Meer, Sheikh, Paiyr, Lon,
Suniyar (goldsmiths), Dar, Rawut, But, and Tatchon (car-
penters) ; all of which castes are also found in Cashmere.
They are all tillers of the soil, and the trades at which they
work occasionally, such as weaving, are irrespective of caste,
with the exception of the goldsmiths and carpenters. They
intermarry without restriction among themselves, except the
Tatchon, who give daughters to the other castes, but do not
receive from them inreturn. They occasionally give daugh-
ters to Shins and Yeshkuns without reciprocity. With the
Krammins and Doms they do not marry at all. In spite of
the small estimation in which they are held, they form the
most thriving and energetic part ot the population, while at
the same time they have lost some of the worst characternis-
tics of true Cashmeris.

In the valleys south of Gilgit, the Goojurs pasture their
cattle on the high lands, not mixing with the people of the
country in any way. In Tangir and Darel they are found
in great numbers, and they count their herds by thou-
sands. They attach themselves to no locality, though per-
haps for a generation the same men frequent one pasture-
ground, building rude hovels and making a poor pretence at
cultivating small patches of ground; but a very small excuse
seems to be sufficient to dnve them, with their herds, in
search of fresh pastures. A great number inhabit the upper
part of the Dir and Swat Valleys, and a few have found their
way into the Gilgit Valley. They all speak the dialect of
Punjabi, peculiar to their caste. Like the Syuds, they must
rank as a class rather than as a caste.

Vigne, speaking of the existence of caste in Baltistan,
remarks that it may perhaps be considered as a proof of the
Hindoo origin of the natives of that country. Though the
Baltis have undoubtedly a considerable amount of Aryan
blood in their veins, they must be classed as a Mongolian
race ; but the existence of a caste system among them, which
will be mentioned further on, must be ascribed to Dard, or
more particularly to Shin, influence; for it is to be noted that
the caste distinctions above mentioned are only found in
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their strictly Hindoo form where the Shin element exists among
the population. The class distinctions existing in Chitral
are of a totally different nature, and the whole_ev1dence
seems to mark the Shins as having been a Brahminical race,
who succeeded in imposing their language, and to a great
extent their customs, on races to which they were numerically
inferior.

The system of administration which existed under the old
Shin rulers is still maintained by the Cashmere Government
with slight modifications. The revenues of the Ra were
derived as follows: From the land, a tax called “ Koodkool”’
was paid on every crop, in kind, according to the quality of
the land, which was regularly and apparently not heavily
assessed. A pastoral tax of a sheep or goat, called “ Ganoni
mari,” was pald by each household every alternate year.
This might be commuted at the will of the payer for the
sum of two shillings yearly. A tax called ‘“ Nyoori shain,”
of four shillings a year, was paid by each water-mill, which
was, however, exempted from payment the first year after
construction. For washing gold-dust, in which a considerable
number of people in certain villages find employment during
the winter, a fixed tax of fifty-five pounds sterling, called
‘““Ra-i-dillki,”” was paid yearly. In the autumn a grape tax,
called “ Jachai toni,” was levied in kind on every vine accord-
ing to its size; and when the wine-making began, a certain
number of measures of grape juice, called ‘“ Rékhoo,” were
also paid to the Ra. A money tax of sixteen shillings, called
“ Garé toloo,” was levied on each marriage, for which the
bridegroom was liable. Every weaver’s house furnished eight
yards of cotton cloth to the Ra, which was called ‘“ Buyetcho
patchi.” Silk also, which was produced by nearly every
household, paid a tax called “ Chooshi purtai,” which consist-
ed of as many cocoons as the Charboo could grasp in one
hand, out of the heap collected by each family. Four villages,
in which silk was not produced, paid a commutation of one
fat sheep, valued at eight shillings, which was called *“ Choo-
shi man,” per village.

Besides these, a curious tax, called “ Cha etté goé,” was
paid by the villages of Burmess, Khomer, and Naupoor only,
which consisted of all the milk and butter produced by one
cow from each house in those villages between the Ganoni
and Chili festivals,—that is, from the middle of May to the end
of October. These three villages also gave the Ra one
small kid yearly from each house. This impost was called
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“Cheloo.” No reason is assigned for the origin of these
peculiar taxes, which are said to have been instituted by
Queen Jowari. No Shin ruler would have received cow’s
milk. Another local tax, called “ Satégi,” was paid by the
village of Bagrot. This originated in a visit paid by
Habbi Khan when a boy, during the reign of his mother
Jowari, on which occasion the village community made him
a grant of a piece of land. It was, however, found inconvenient
to cultivate 1t under the same system as the other crown
lands, so it was, shortly afterwards, resumed by the village,
on an agreement to pay a tax of thirteen taraks of wheat,
equal to five and a half quarters, yearly.

Every trader who entered the country paid a duty,
““ Masool,” of one roll of cloth out of each load, or two per
cent, of live-stock, or the equivalent in other goods. At the
time of sheep-slaughtering at the winter solstice, one hind
quarter was furnished by each house, out of which a certain
number went to each of the minor officials, and the head and
hind quarters of all game killed was the perquisite of the Ra.

Money payments were made in gold-dust, which is still
largely used as a circulating medium. An amount of the
value of eight shillings is called “ Baghaloo.”

The Yerfah, or Ra’s steward, was responsible for the col-
lection of the land revenue ; but special men called * Burro”
were appointed to collect the other dues.

In addition to these sources of revenue, the Ra owned
tracts of land in each of the larger villages, the cultivation of
which was managed by the Yerfah. In each of the villages
a certain number of families called “ Wairétché” were re-
sponsible for the ploughing, sowing, and irrigation of the Ra’s
lands under the management of the Yerfah, in return for
which they were exempt from all other payments. The har-
vesting and winnowing were done by the whole village, who
combined on certain days for the purpose. The  Wairétché ”
of Gilgit, who numbered twenty families as against six or
seven in other villages, were also bound to furnish a load of
wood from each family daily during the winter, for the use of
the Ra’s household, and one load of torchwood a year. Cer-
tain families in Gilgit also held the hereditary office of cooks
to the Ra, for which they were exempt from all taxes. There
are still four families who claim that their ancestors cooked
for Shiri Buddutt, and who take no part in the Taleni
festival, which celebrates his death, but shut themselves up
in their houses, and regard it as a time of mourning. These
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are apart from several other families of hereditary cooks to
the later rulers, who still render service to the present Ra of
Gilgit.

gThe country was divided into districts, for each of which
a Wuzeer was responsible. Wuzeers were obliged to be of
good family, and are still chosen only from the three principal
castes, vzz., Rono, Shin, or Yeshkun. The office was not
hereditary, but was held for life. On the appointment of a
Wuzeer, three pieces of land were taken from among th_e
peasants’ holdings, and assigned to him in addition to his
own family possessions. Four families were appointed to
manage the whole cultivation of his land and furnish him
with one household servant, in return for which they were
exempt from all dues of personal service to the Ra. The
Wuzeer was responsible for the peace and welfare of his dis-
trict, and for leading the men of 1t in war. When the popu-
lation was called to arms, the Wuzeer had the right of releas-
ing one man in each fortified village from military service, in
return for which he received from the man so released two
“baghaloos’’ of gold-dust on the return of the army. If, how-
ever, the expedition returned without having fought, only half
the fee was paid. On the occasion of a marriage taking place,
a cake of leavened bread was sent to the Wuzeer of the dis-
trict by the father of the bride. '

In each village was a ““ Tarangfah” appointed by the Ra,
who acted under the orders of the Wuzeer within his own
limits. In time of war he had the right to release three men
of his village from military service, from whom he received the
same dues as the Wuzeer. He also received a fee of three
shillings on each marriage taking place in his village, and had
three families assigned to him for service, who were ex-
empt from all other tax or service. He further received six-
teen yards of cotton cloth yearly from the village weavers,
and was especially charged with the management and preserv-
ation of the irrigation arrangements.

The dues paid to all officials are called “ Luspik.”

Next in rank to the Tarangfah, but with totally different
duties, came the Yerfah, who had charge of all the private
lands of the Ra, to whom he filled the office of steward. He
was responsible for everything connected with the cultiva-
tion of the Ra’s lands in each district, and received six
kharwars of grain out of each crop. As /luspik, four
families in Gilgit, and one in each outlying village in which
the Ra owned land, were assigned to him, whose duty it was
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to furnish him each with a yoke of oxen for ploughing
his own lands. This service he could commute if he pleased
for one baghaloo of gold for each yoke of oxen. He was
also responsible for the collection of the “ Koodkool” tax,
but no authority could be exercised over him by the Wuzeers
or Tarangfahs.

Next to the Tarangfah among the district officials was the
Charboo, who acted as an assistant to the Tarangfah in
each village. His JuspiZ consisted in exemption from all
taxes, and two of the ruler’s fees on marriage a year; it being
part of his duty to collect the “ Garé toloo” tax. He also
received a certain amount of the meat tribute. To help him
in his work he was allowed four men called “ Zeytoo,” who
only served for a year as peons to the Charboo, and were
paid by an impost of 12 lbs. of grain from each house, which
was divided among them.

Dr. Leitner suggests that these names of officials are of
Tartar origin. None of them now exist in Baltistan except
Wuzeer and Trangpah (Tarangfah). If it be the case that
they are originally Tartar titles, it may be taken as a proof of
the influence which the Iskardo rulers once exercised in
Dardistan.

Justice was administered by the Wuzeers in their own
districts. Cases which principally arose out of disputes about
land were generally settled by a fine of cattle, sheep, or
gold-dust. Any case involving a larger fine than one bagha-
loo of gold-dust was heard by the Ra. Serious crimes, such
as murder or treason, were punished by the destruction of
the whole family of the offender. His house was razed to
the ground, and his relations reduced to slavery, and sold
or distributed according to the will of the Ra.

The dues above mentioned are still paid, some of them
to the Cashmere Government, and some to the present Ra
of Gilgit.

The same system exists in Hunza and Nager, and in
some respects in Wakhan. The following measures are in
common use; in some cases they differ only in name, in
others they differ slightly in amount :—

Dry measure.

1 haiy = 24Ibs. English . . . .

6 haiy =1 kot . . Shina.
1 heejootee = 3 double handfuls about 2 lbs . } .

8 heejootee = 1 heechok . Boorish.
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Gold-dust measure.

2 surkhoo = 1 rut.
2 ruts = 1 baghaloo (Shina), or Khur (Boorish).
2 baghaloo =

1 toloo (Shina), or Bai (Boorish).

The hollow formed between the thumb and the back of the hand, placed
palm downwards with the fingers extended, was the old measure of a Ba-
ghaloo.

Land measure.

1 chookili = the amount it takes 6 kots of wheat to sow.
2 chookili = 1 chooni.
2 chooni = 1 makhmi.

Long measure.
A span is called Ditt (Shina), or Tishti (Boorish).
2 spans = 1 hutt (Shina), or khash (Boorish).



CHAPTER 1V.

BALTISTAN—THE BROKPAS.

A SURVEY of the Dard tribes of the Indus Valley would
not be complete without a brief excursion into Baltistan.
Returning to the Indus Valley, the small district of Hara-
mosh above Boonji calls for littleremark. The inhabitants are
principally Yeshkuns, and speak the Gilgiti dialect of Shina.
Above Haramosh a complete change takes place in the
population, which thence upwards is almost entirely Balti,—
that 1s, of Tartar blood,—and the language spoken 1s a dialect
of Thibetan. Dwelling among the Baltis, in small numbers
in the Rondu and Iskardo districts, and in a larger proportion
in Khurmang and Himbaps,' are, as i1s shown in the accom-
panying table, Shins, Yeshkuns, and Doms who speak Shina.

Rono. Shin (Rom). Yeshkun, Dom, Balti.
Haramosh . . . None 8 per cent. | 84 per cent. (8 per cent. None.
Rondu . . . . None | S 12 » I'5 85°5percent.
Iskardo . . . . None 65 ,, 15, A few houses| g2 ’s
Khurmang. . . . None 23 12 » 5 per cent. | 60 »
Himbaps . . . . None 52, 13 » 1 ’ 14 »

But it must be noted that the dialect of Shina spoken in
Rondu? and Iskardo is the Astori, while in the Khurmang
and Himbaps districts that of Chilas-Darel is in use. These
people hold a position in the community inferior to that of
the Baltis, who call them Brokpas, * highlanders,” from the
circumstance of their cultivating the higher and less fertile
ground in the lateral valleys and on the mountain sides, while
the lower—that is, the best—ground is in the hands of Baltis.
Mr. Drew, who overlooked this fact, accounts for the name

! The district drained by the Shingo River is included in the Khurmang district,
and is chiefly inhabited by Brokpas. Himbaps is the name given by the Baltis to the

Dras district, which by the Brokpas is called Hoomuss. .
2 The village of Doro is the only one in the Rondu dis